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NUMBER VII. 
CHAPTER II. 


Concerning the propagation of the 
Gofpel among the Indians in 
New England, particularly in 
the colonies of the Maffachufetts, 
and New Plymouth, in the feven- 
teenth century, by the miffionary 
labors of the Rev. Fobn Eliot, 
of Roxbury, and of thofe divines, 
who, after fome time, were affo- 
ciated with him, as fellow-labor- 
ers in the good work. 


Ixtropuction.~—Some ac- 
count of Mr. John Eliot prior to 
his coming to New England— 
His arrival, and fettlement in the 
Miniltry, at Roxbury, near Bof.- 
ton—Of the refolution he formed 
to make an attempt to gofpelize 
the Heathen, particularly in Maf- 
fachufetts and New Plymouth col- 
onies ; and of his preparing him- 
{elf for a Miffion by learning the 
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language of the natives about the 
year 1644—A& of the General 


| Affembly of the Maffachufetts to 


encourage the chriftianizing of 
the Indians—Of the affiftance Mr. 
Eliot received from the Minifters, 
and the encouragement given by 
good men, in general, in the New 
England colonies—Of his firft 
public effay in 1646, to inftru& 
fome of the natives a few miles 
from his own houfe ; his mode of 
inftru€tion, and the pleafing prof- 
pe&t which opened upon his firft 
vifits—Of his tranflating the Bi- 
ble, and other books upon divine 
fubjeéts into the Indian language 
—His early care that fchools 
fhould be inftituted among the In- 
dians—His. reducing thofe whom 
he firft taught, to fome degree of 
civil order, and induftry—General 
Court of Maffachufetts pafs fome 
Refolves to reduce the natives to 
civil order—Indians at Concord 
exprefs their defire to be civilized, 
and taught Chriftianity ; and a 
vifit is paid them for this purpofe 
to fome good effe&t—Mr. Eliot’s 
great diligence in his miflionary 
work—The obftructions he met 
with in purfuing his work ; the 
hardfhips he endured, and the 


Zz 








ee 


rt 








362 


dangers to which he was expofed 
in his miffionary courfe ; and his 
patience, fortitude, perfeverance, 
and truil in Divine Providence 
amidft all his trials and perils— 
Brief account of the London So- 
ciety for propagating the Gofpel 
in New England, and parts adja- 
cent, who aflifted in fupporting 
the Miffionaries—Of the fettle- 
ment of the Indians at Natick, 
and forming themfelves into a 
body politic under the dire€ion 
of Mr. Eliot—They defire to be 
formed into a Church: Elders 
and Brethren from neighboring 
churches convene upon the occa- 
fion, and examine their qualifi- 
cations. 

Rev. Richard Mather’s remarks 
upon the f{erious appearance of the 
Indians at Natick at the time the 
council met to examine thcm.* 
Gathering a church, and ordain- 
ing a minifter at Mafhipauge— 
Of Mr. Eliot’s affiftants in his 
miffionary fervices—The {tate of 
the chriftianized churches and 
congregations under the fuperin- 
tendance of Mr; Eliot in 1670— 
Religious exercifes in the Indian 
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congregations, and a fpecimen of | 


the exhortations, or fermous of 
two of their teachers, compre- 
hended within a very narrow com- 


pafs. 
INTRODUCTION. 


IT is matter of regret to the 
compiler, that he has not been 
able, after much enquiry made by 
his friends and himfelf, to obtain 
any books upon the fubje& of 
Mr. Eliot’s Miffion and Iebors, 
prior to Dr. Cotton Mather’s hif- 
tory of his life, publiticd in the 
latter part of the feventeenth cen- 





* They are kept for 2 feafon, in the 
flate of Catechumens; and at length 
are formed into a church. 
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tury. He that makes any effay; 
in hiflory, cannot but with for the 
benefit of original writers. How- 
ever, in the prefent cafe, this de. 
fe&t may be, in a good meafure, 
fupplied, by Dr. Cotton Mather, 
Mr. Neale, and Governor Hutch. 
infon. ‘Phefe three gentlemen, 
at leaft the two firft, as it appears, 
had many of the original publica. 
tions before them, when they 
wrote their hiftories ; and the lait 
had fome of them ; and they were 
gentlemen much efteemed in the 
province of hiftory. 

In the feventeenth century, not 
a little was done to propagate the 
Gofpel among the Indians in New 
England. Some writers indeed, 
contrary to hiftoric truth, have 
attempted to diminih the work; 
and indeed have had the confidence 
to affirm, that what was done was 
trifling, fcarcely worthy of being 
mentioned ; and have paffed fe- 
vere cenfures upon our ancettors ; 
but it will appear in the fequel, 
in connexion with the narratives, 
which have been already given, 
that their cenfures were ill found. 
ed—that great pains were taken 
to propagate the Gofpel among 


| the natives ; and that, tho’ many 





rejected the offer of the Gofpel, 
yet the endeavors of the Mifijon- 
aries were crowned with no {mall 
fuccefs. 

However, it may feem, at this 
day, not a little ftrange, that fuch 
pious men as the early fettlers of 
New England undoubtedly were 
in general, fhould /o long neglect 
to make any fpecial attempts to 
chriftianize the Heathen, confi- 
dering that the work was fo be- 
nevolent and excellent, and that 
the Charter, granted by. King 
Charles I. to the Mafiachtfetts 
Company, exprefsly mentions this 
as one defign of encouraging the 
plantation, that the cmigrants 
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might have an opportunity to 
carry on this pious work: the 
words of the Charter are thefe, 
viz. ** To win and incite the na- 
tives of that country to the know- 
kedge and obedience of the only 
true God and Saviour of mankind, 
and the Chriftian faith, is in our 
royal intention; and the adven- 
turers’ free profefiion, is the prin- 
eipal end of the plantation.”’* 

A much better apology can be 
made for the colony of New Ply- 
mouth, than for either Maflachu- 
fetts or Conne@ticut ; and indeed 
a good apology for the early plant- 
ers of the former. 


* “ As the converfion of the Hea- 
then was, from the firit, one profefled 
aim of our forefathers in fettling New 
England; fo almoft all the royal char- 


government, in England, relative to 


this country, have made mention of, | 
and encouraged, yea enjoined upon the | 


fettlers the profecution of this pious 


defign: to which purpofe is the fol- | 
lowing pafiage in the charter of the | 


Maffachufetts (ufwally called the New 
Charter) granted in the 12th of Wil- 
liam and Mary—* To difpofe of mat- 
# ters and things whereby our fubjects, 


6 inhabitantsof our faid province,may be | 


“ religioufly, peaceably and civilly gov- 
“ erned, protected and defended; fo as 
“ their good life, and orderly converfa- 
* tion may win the Indians, natives of 
“ the country, to the knowledge and 
* obedience of the only true God, and 
* Saviour of mankind, and the Chrif- 
“ tian faith; which his royal majefty, 
* our royal grandfather, King Charles 
“the Firit, in his faid letters patent 
“ declared was his royal intention, and 
“‘ the adventurers’ free profeffion to be 
“‘ the principal end of faid plantation.” 
—Dr. Mayhew’s Remarks upon Mr. 
Apthorp. 

William Penn, in the charter granted 
him as proprietary of Pennfylvania, by 
King Charles the Second, is reprefeated 
as having it in view, in propofing to 
fettle a cclony—* To reduce the favage 
“ natives, by gentle and juft manners, 
to the love of civil fociety and the 
“ Chriftian religion.” 
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The people of New Plymouth 


were, for many years, few in num- 
ber—in very low circumttances at 
their firft fettlement, and for ma- 
ny years after; having had their 
property greatly reduced by per- 
fecution m their native country ; 
by being obliged to remove to 
Holland, that they might enjoy 
that religious liberty which they 
were unreafonably denied in En- 
gland, and peaceably worthip 
Ged agreeably to the didates of 
their confciences ; and by the 
great expense incurred by coming: 
to New England, and making a 
fettlementhere. Befides, the lauds 
on which they planted were far 
from being productive ; they met 
with heavy loffes at fea; they 
were alfo for a confiderable time 


ters, grants, letters patent, and aéts of | deftitute of a fettled minitter ; 


Mr. Robinfon, their very worthy 
pattor, was prevented from com- 
ing over from Holland ; and after 
his death, for a confiderable courfe 
of years, they were repeatedly dif- 
appointed of having one fixed a- 


mong them for any long term. 


But the Maflachufetts colony 
in particular, could not plead fuch 
fpecial inabilities, many of the 
firft planters having been gentle- 
men of a handfome property, fome 
of them opulent, and fundry of 
the original churches having been 
fupplied with two minifters each, 
as Bofton, Dorcheiter, Water- 
town, Salem, [pfwich, Newbury,” 
and feveral others. There was no 
war, except that with the Pequots 
in 1637, till the general war in 
1675. That with the Pequots 
was not of long continuance. 
Though there were repeated dif- 
putes with the natives at other 
times, and there was a profpect 
of war breaking out, yet by one 


* Wonder working Providence of 


' Zion’s Saviour in New England. 
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mean or another it was prevented, 
and accommodations took place. 
The negleéts of the original 
planters were obferved by the na- 
tives, and, it may be, prejudiced 
the minds of many of them againtft 
Chriftianity, and the profeffors of 
it. The Indians afked, *“* How 
it happened, if Chriftianity was of 
fuch importance, that for fix and 
twenty years the Englifh had faid 


nothing to them about it.’’* | 


And a Sachem on Martha’s Vine- 
yard told Mr. Mayhew, “ That 
he wondered the Englifh thould 
be almoft thirty years in the coun- 
try, and yet the Indians fools 
ftill.”’+—The anfwer of the En- 
glifh to thefe criminations was, 
<< That they repented that they 
had not inftructed the Indians in 
Chriftianity long ago ; telling the 
Indians, at the fame time, that 
they were not willing to hear, &c. 
Governor Hutchinfon obferves, 
that “as one profeffed defign of 
the colony charter was the gof- 
pelizing the natives, fo the long 
neglect of any attempt that way, 
cannot be excufed.” 

To {peak of the negleéts and 
failings of predeceffors, or anceft- 
Ors, is not, in itfelf, a pleafing 
topic ; and is not to be defended 
upon any other principle than that 
ot benefitting our contemporaries, 
and pofterity ; and promoting, if 
it may be, an extenfive good. 
The miftakes and omiffions of 
thofe that have gone before us, 
are exhibited, as a caveat, to thofe 
that fucceed ; as well as their vir- 
tues an incentive to laudable ac- 
tions. 

Notwithftanding thefe negleé&s, 
it muft however be allowed, and 
fpoken of with high commenda- 





* Hutchinfon’s Hift. Maffa. vol. i. 
p- 160. 


+ Mayhew’s Indian Converts, p. 80, 
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tion, that when the work of gof- 
pelizing the Indians was begun 
in earneft, it was carried on with 
vigor and perfeverance, both in 
the colonies of Maffachufetts and 


| New Plymouth, by the excellent 


Mr. Eliot of Roxbury, near Bof- 
ton, and other pious minifters, his 
affociates in the good work, whofe 
names will be mentioned and their 
worthy fervices related in the fe. 
quel of the hiftory. Laudable 
exertions were alfo made by feve. 





ral eminent minilters in Conneéti- 
cut to Chrittianize the Indians in 
' that jurifdi€tion. The labors of 
ithe Miffionaries were encouraged 
by gentlemen of prime diftinction 
in the civil department, as well as 
by their brethren in the miniftry, 
in the feveral colonies now men- 
| tioned. 


| T may beacceptable to fome, 
who read the Evangelical 
| Magazine, that before an account 
| be particularly given of Mr. Eii- 
ot’s faithful, laborious and fuc- 
cefsful miffionary labors, there 
fhould be inferted a brief account 
of him in the younger part of his 
life, (preceding his arrival in A- 
merica) as drawn by Dr. C. Ma- 
ther, and abridgedby Rev. Thom- 
as Prince* of Bofton. 

N. B. The words included 
within brackets were, I fuppofe, 
inferted by Mr. Prince. 

“ Mr. John Eliot was born in 
England [I fuppofe about Nov. 
1604.] His parents gave him a 
pious education ; [and] his firtt 
times were feafoned with the fear 
of God, the word and prayer. 
He was educated at one of the 
univerfities ; [1 fuppofe at Cam- 
bridge] God had furnifhed him 
with a good meafure of learning, 
which made him capable of div- 








* Annais, vol, ii. p. 48. 


’ 
‘ 


i aie pal inlet aie il i a, i a. © 





1803. ] 


ding the word aright. He was a 
moft acute grammarian—under- 
ftood very well the [Greek and 
Hebrew] languages, which God 
firft wrote the bible in—had a 
good infight into all the liberal arts ; 
but, above all, had a moft emi- 
inent fkill in theology. His firft 
appearance in the world was in the 
difficult, but very neceflary em- 
ployment of /chool-mafer, which 
he difcharged with fidelity ; [I 
fuppofe under Mr. Hooker, in a 
fort of an academy at Little Bad- 
dow, near Chelmsford in Effex : 
See account of Mr. Hooker. ] 
He had not paffed many changes 
in the world, before he knew the 
meaning of a faving turn to God 
in Chriit, by a true repentance. 
He had the privilege and happi- 
nefs of an early converfion from the 
ways, which original fin difpofes 
all men unto. One of the prin- 
cipal inftruments, which the God 
of heaven ufed in tinging and fil- 
ling the mind of this chofen vef- 
fel with good principles was that 
venerable Thomas Hooker, whofe 
name in the churches of the Lord 
Jefus, is as ointment poured forth. 
It was an acquaintance with him, 
that contributed, more than a lit- 
tle, to the accomplifhing of our 
Elifha to that work to which the 
Moft High had defigned him. 
His liberal education having now 
the addition of religion to diret 
and improve it, gave fuch a bias 
to his young foul, as quickly dif- 
covered itfelf in very fignal initan- 
ces. [And his being a tutor of 
youth] rather prepared him for 
the further fervice, which his 
mind was now fet upon. Where- 
fore having dedicated himfelf to 
God betimes, he could not recon- 
cile himfelf to any lefs way of 
ferving his Creatorand Redeemer, 
than the miniftry of the gofpel. 
[And] he was one mighty in the 
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word, which enabled him to con- 
vince gainfayers, and fhow him- 
felf a workman that needed not 
to be afhamed. But where, alas ! 
fhould he have opportunities for 
the exercifing of it? The Laudi- 
an, Grotian, and Arminian faction 
[then] inthe church of England, 
in the profecution of their grand 
plot for reducing England to a 
moderate fort of Popery, had pitch- 
ed on this, as one of their meth- 
ods for it, viz. to difenable, as 
faft as they could, all the learned, 
godly, painful miniiters of the 
nation ; and invent certain Shth-. 
boleths, for detecting and deftroy- 
ing fuch men as were cordial 
friends to the reformation. 

It was now atime, when there 
were every day, multiplied and 
impofed thofe unwarrantable cer- 
emonies in the worfhip of Cod, 
by which the confcience of our 
confiderate Eliot counted the fe- 
cond commandment notorioufly 
violated. 

It was now alfo a time, when 
fome hundreds of thofe good peo- 
ple, who had the name of Puritans 
put upon them in fcoff and con- 
tempt, tranfported themfelves, 
with their families, and property 
into the deferts of America, that 
there they might peaceably ered Con- 
gregationa! Churches, and therein 
attend, and maintain ail the pure in- 
Jitutions of Chrift ; having the 
encouragement of royal chasters, 
that they fhould never have any 
interruption in the enjoyment of 
thofe pleafant, and precious things. 
Here was a _ profpeét, which 
[foon] determined the devout 
foul of our young Eliot to remove 
into New England, while it was 
yet a land not fown. He foon 
enlifted himfelf among thofe val- 
jant foldiers of Chrift, who cheer- 
fully encountered, firft the perils 
of the Atlantic Ocean, and then 
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the Fatigues of a New LEngli/b 
Wildernefs, that they might have 
an undiiturbed communion with 
him, in+his appointments here. 
He came hither in Nov. 1631 [at 
27 years of Age] among thofe 
bleffed old planters, who laid the 
foundation of a remarkable coun- 
try, devoted to the exercife of 
the proteflant religion, in its pur- 
eit, and highelt reformftion.”’ 

This was the man, whom the 
great head of the Church faw fit 
to improve as an inflrument of 
eveCting: his kingdom in many of 
thofe places where the prince of 
the power of the air had had his 
feat for ages, and reigned without 
control. 

On his arrival in New England, 
he foon jeined himfclf to the 
church at Bolton. Mr. Wilfon, 
the paitor of that church was 
gone back to England, that he 
might perfect the fettlement of 
his affairs ; and in his abfence Mr. 
Shiot fupplied his place. Upon 
the return of Mr. Wilfon, that 
church iatended to have introdu- 
ced Mr. Elict as his colleague ; 
but their defign was prevented 
from being carried into effet. 
Mr. Eliot had made an engage- 
ment to afele&t number of Chrif- 
tian friends in England, that if 
they should come into thefe parts, 
before he fhould have the pailloral 
care of any other church, he 
would fervethem in the gofpel. 
It happened that thefe friends 
tranfported themfelves hither the 
year after, and chofe, for their 
habitation, the town, which they 
called Roxbury. A church be- 
1g now gathered at this place, 
he was, in Nov. 1632, ordained 
teacher of the church in Roxbu- 
ry, and officiated in it about 58 
years. 

Mr. Eliot was faithful to the 


people of his ewan charge ; and 
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was defiroug of being as exten fire. 
ly ufeful, as lay in his power, 
He faw the Natives immerfed jp 
great ignorance of the true God, 
and of that religion, which he 
had taught from heaven. He 
found that they had embraced 
grofs errors of a pernicious ten. 
dency. He obferved impiety, 
and immorality practifed amoig 
them in general with but little 
{hame or reftraint. He faw them 
immerfed in the vileft fuperititions 
—addicted to the mott fhocking 
rites, which they viewed under 
the character of religious -rites; 
worfhipping the devil, the prince 
of the power of the air, fome. 
times under the name of Chepian, 
but more generally under that of 
Abamocko, ov Hobamocko. Him 
they confidered as a great evil 
fpirit, the author of natural evil. 
To him they offered facrifices up- 
on particular occafions to avert 
his difpleafure, and to incline him 
to remove any fpecial calamities 
which had befallen them. They 
appeared grofsly ignorant of the 
true worfhip of God. ‘They had 
many vices. They were fale, 
malicious, and revengeful. The 
leait injury produced in them a vio- 
lent hatred ; and if the injury was 
very great, nothing could allay 
their hatred, but the death of the 
object of their paffion, They 
were extremely cruel to their ene- 
mies ; cutting, and mangling ther 
bodies ; and then broiling them 
alive upon hot embers, and inflict- 
ing the moit exquilite torments 
they could invent. The men 
were idle to a proverb, never cm- 
ploying themfelves about any oth 
er bufivefs, than what was of ab- 
folute neceffity to their fupport, 
and fuch as the women were not 
capable of. As foonas they had 
ataite of ardent fpirits, they dil- 
covered a {trong appetite for them, 
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and their thirft foon became infa- 
tiable. 

Such fpe€tacles moved the com- 
paffion of Mr. Eliot. He came 
to a refolution to make ftrenuous 
exertions, as far as he was able, 
or his fituation would allow, to 
inftru& them in Chriftianity, and 
reduce them, if poffible, to fome 
degree of religious and civil order. 

He was fully fenfible of the 
great importance of learning the 
language of the natives, in order 
to carry on, with hopeful prof- 
pect of fuccefs, the great and ar- 
duous work he had in contempla- 
tion ; that a complete acquaint- 
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great number of the words; and 
as it has not the leaft affinity with 
any of the European languages, 
as far as can be difcovered by any 
among us acquainted with them, 
and the Jndian ; neither has it 
any affinity to the learned Ian- 
guages. Gov. Hutchinfon ob- 
'ferves, ‘ That many people pleaf- 
ed themfelves with a conjecture, 
i that the Indians in America are 
‘the defcendants of the ten tribes 
of Ifrael : But that there was a3 
| little affinity between the Indian 
and the Hebrew language, as be- 
| tween the languages of any two 
nations upon the earth.” The 





ance with it muft afford him fupe- | Hke may be faid concerning the 
rior advantages in his intended | other learned languages. But 
miffionary fervices. Hewell knew | Mr. Eliot’s zeal, and refolution 


the benefit of the gift of langua- | furmounted all difficultics ; fo 


ges to the Apoftles, and other 
primitive Chriftians, not only asa 
miraculous atteflation to the truth 
of Chriftianity, and of the divine 
miffion of thofe who taught it ; 
but alfo as an important mean 


for the fpeedy propagation of the | 


gofpel among the different nations 
of the earth. What he could 
have no expe¢tation of receiving 
ina miraculous way, he deter- 
mined to apply himfelf to gain by 
his own vigorous endeavors. 


Accordingly, about the year | fachuferts hiftorical fociety, they w ill 
1644, or perhaps a little before, | find many of the words of an immode- 


about two yéars prior to his enter- 
ing upon his public mifliopary la- 
bors, he took great pains to learn 
the Indian language. In order 
to facilitate the butinefs, he hired 
a fprightly and ingenious native, 
who alfo fpake Englith well, to 
affifthim. The Indian language 
muft be fuppofed to have been 
very difficult to learn by reafon of 
the exceflive length* of a very 





* Dr. C. Mather gives a {pecimen of 
the extreme length of fome Indian 
words: Some readers may be gratified 


with guoting them ; for in&ance, Num- 
| matchek idiantamooonganunnona fo ; this fig- 
| 


nifies no more, in Englith, than our 
| Lufts.  Noorvormantammosontanunonnafh 
| —our Loves, in Englifh, Kummoghkod- 
| onattoottummosctiteaongannunnonafo—T his 
_word isfaid to fignify no more than, 
| our Queftion. And tho’ perhaps, not 
| many words in their language were 
equal, in extent to thefe; yet if any have 
| Opportunity and inclination to exam- 


| ine Roger Williams’s key into the lan- 


| guage of the Indians in New-England, 


publifhed, not long fince, by the Maf- 


| rate length. The language of thofe 


| 
| and frequently the fix nations, was fo 


| different from that of the natives of 
Maffachufetts, and New Plymouth, 
that they could not underftand each 
other. At the fame time, many words 


of the former are reprefented as being 


| « That they have but few redical words; 
but that they compound their words 
without end—That the words expref- 
fing thines lately come to their knowl- 
edge are all compounds; and that fomes 
times one word among them inciudes 
an entire definition of the thing.” 
Hik v. i. p. 16. 





| weftern Indians formcrly called the five, 


immoderately long: Mr. Colden in his 
hiftory of the five nations obferves, 
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that by converfing with the In- 
dian he hired, and compiling 
fome difcourfes by his affiftance, 
he quickly became matter of this 
difficult language : And after 
fome time, by the help of the fame 
Indian, and by his own indefati- 
gable pains and indultry, he be- 
came fo complete a mafter of it, 
as to be capable of reducing it to 
a method, which afterwards he 
publifhed to the world under the 
title of the Jndian grammar. 
Having finifhed his grammar, at 
the clofe he writesthus ; * Pray- 
ers and pains, thro’ faith in Chrift 
Fefus, will do any thing.* 

«Inthe year 1646, the gene- 
ral court of Maffachufetts paffed 
the firft a€t, or order to encour- 
age the carrying the gofpel tothe 
Indians ; and it was recommended 
to the elders to confider how it 
might beft be done.”+ I have 
never met with any account of 
theireonvention (as doubtlefs they 
formed one) nor of the anfwer 
they gave to the queftion propo- 
fed by the affembly. Doubtlefs 
many valuable fentiments were 
communicated by fo judicious an 
affembly as that compofed of the 
firft miniflers who came over, 
many of whom were gentlemen of 
diflinguifhed abilities, and of as 
good an education as could be ob- 
tained, at that day, in the univer- 
fitics in England. 

There was a concurrence of 
many things to encourage Mr. 
Eliot inthe benevolent detign he 
had formed to gofpelize the In- 
dians ; and to profecute the work 
with vigor when he had underta- 
ken it. All the good men in the 
country were glad of his enga- 
ging in fuch an undertaking : 
The minifters efpecially encour- 





* Dr. C. Mather.—Mr. Neale. 
+ Hutchinfon’s Hift. v. i. p. 164 


Atiempts to Chrifianize the Indians. 


§ « 





[Apaiz, 


aged him; and when he hag 
entered upon his Miffionary |:. 
bors, thofe in the neighborhood 
kindly fupplied his place, and per. 
formed, in part, his work for him 
at Roxbury, while he was abroad, 
laboring among the heathen, or 
thofe that had embraced Chrif. 
tianity, but needed further in. 
ftructions from him: And it was 
an happy circumftance, that {o 
many churches in that neighbor- 
hood had each a paftor and teach. 
er, fo that more could be done in 
fupplying Mr. Eliot’s place thar 
otherwife. 

He was further awakened by 
thofe expreffions in the royal char. 
iter, which have been already 
mentioned. 

And the remarkable zeal of the 
Romifh Miflionaries, compaffing 
fea, and land, that they might 
make profelytes, made his devout 
mind think of it with difdain, 
that we fhould be lefs zealous and 
diligent in evangelizing the In. 
dians, among whom we dwell. 

He was further encouraged by 
the notice, which was taken of 
this good work in England, fooa 
after it was begua—by the con- 
tributions raifed, and the fociety 
formed to afford pecuniary aid ; 
a more particular account of which 
will be given in its place. 

Nor was he alittle animated to 
purfue his laborious fervices, by 
the divine promife made to the 
Mefliah—* I .thall give thee the 
heathen for thine inheritance, and 
the uttermoft parts of the earth 
for thy poffefiion.”’* 

Having prepared himfelf for 
going forth as a public inftrudtor 
of the Indians, he made his firt 
eflay on the 28th of OG. 1646, 
accompanied by three others, hav- 
ing given previous notice te the 








* Magnalia, B. iii 
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neighboring Indians of his defire 
to inftruét them in the Chriftian 
faith. Wauban, a wife and grave 
man, and in other refpects, a 
perfon of diftinétion, with five or 
fix of the Natives, met them at 
fome diftance from their wigwams, 
and bidding them welcome, con- 
du&ted them into a large apart- 
ment, where a great number of 
the Indians were colleéted to hear 
this new doétrine, which the Eng- 
lith propofedtoteachthem. Af- 
ter a folemn prayer, Mr. Eliot 
delivered a difcourfe to them in 
the Indian tongue, which contin- 
ued fomewhat more than an hour, 
comprehending many of the moft 
important articles of natural and 
revealed religion. In this dif- 
courfe he rehearfed and explained 
the ten commandments ; inform- 
ing them, at the fame time, of 
the dreadful curfe of God, that 
would fall upon all thofe that 
break them. He then informed 
them of the coming of Jefus 
Chriit into the world, to recover 
mankind from fin, and the pun- 
ifhment of it.—He told them 
who Jefus Chrift was; where he 
was gone; and how he would 
come one day again to judge the 
world in flaming fire. He in- 
formed them likewife of the blef- 
fed {tate of allthofe, who believe in 





Chnit, and obey his gofpel. He | 


fpake alfo of the creation and fall 


of man—of the infinite greatuefs | 
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Indians, and defired them to pro- 
pofe fuch queftions as they tho’t 
proper refpecting the fermon, or 
any other point not contained in 
it ; and it became the general, if 
not conftant practice, after a fer- 
mon, for as many of the Indians 
as defired it, to ftand up, and pro- 
pofe queftions to the preacher. 
Some of their queftions would be 
philofophical, fome upon abftrufe 
points in divinity, &c. fo that no 
{mall acquaintance with theology, 
philofophy, and other {ciences, 
was requilite to give juft and fa- 
tisfactory anfwers.* 

At this firft conference, the 
following queftions were put by 
this poor people. One ftood up, 
and afked, ** How he might come 
to know Jefus Chrift ?”’? Another 
enquired, “© Whether Englifhmen 
were ever fo ignorant of Jefus 
Chrift as themfelves ?”” 
(probably in the fimplicity of his 
heart) “* Whether Jefus Chrift 





* Gov. Hutchinfon quotes the fol- 
lowing queftions from the journal of 
Col. Goffe, one of the judges of King 
Charles the Firft. This gentleman at- 
tended an Indian Lecture in 1660, after 
the natives had been under inftruction 
13 0r 14 years. He takes notice of the 
following queftions put by them, viz. 

1. In your text are thefe words, 
“ Save yourfelves from this entoward 
generation.” In other fcriptures it 
{tands, We can do nothing of ourfeives 5 


| how can this be reconciled ? 


of God, the maker of all things | 


—of the joys of heaven, and the 
torments of hell; perfuading to 
repentance and holy practice. He 
applied all to the condition of the 
Indians prefent. Having finifh- 
ed his difcourfe, he afked them, 
Whether they underftood? And 
with a general voice they faid, 
that they underftood all.—Mr. 
Eliot and his companions entered 
into a free converfation with the 
Vor. Lil. No. 10. 
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2. You fay, “ The word is the fword 
of the fpirit, by which their hearts 
were pricked.” How fhall I ufe the 
{word of the fpirit to prick my heart? 

3. What was the fin of Judas, or 
how did he fin in betraying Chritt, fee- 
ing it was what God had appointed? 

4. The anfwer to thofe converts was, 
“ Repent, and be baptized, &c.; but 
ye do not fuffer us to be baptized; 
therefore, I fear none of the Indians’ 
fins are forgiven; and my heart is 
weary with that fear; for it is faid in 
Matthew, Whofe fins ye bind on earth 
are bound in heaven.” 


A third g 
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could underfiand prayers in the 
Indian language ?”? Another pro- 
pofed this queition, «¢ How there 
could be an image of God, fince 
it was forbidden inthe fecond com- 
mandment ?”? Another, ** Whe- 
ther if the father be naught, and 
the child good, God will be of- 
fended with that child, becaufe in 
the fecond commandment it is 
faid, ** He vifits the iniquities of 
the fathers upon the children 2” 
The laft quettion that was afked 
at this meeting was, ** How all 
the world became full of people, 
if they were all drowned in the 
flood 2”? Mr. Eliot and his friends 
ave plain and familiar anfwers. 

It was alfo Mr. Eliot’s cultom 
to put proper quettions to his In- 
dian auditors : 
their queries, and anfwering them, 
and interrogating thofe under in- 
ftruGtion in his turn, he not only 
made a trial of their profiting by 
his miniftry ; but alfo gave an edge 
to what he delivered to them.* 

This conference lafted about 
three hours ; and after it was 
elofed, Mr. Eliot and his com- 
panions returned home ; and were 
fo well pleafed with the reception 
they met with among the natives, 
and the hopeful profpeét of face 
cefs, that they were encouraged 
to have another interview with 
the people, which they accom- 
plithed within a few days ; an 
account of this, together with 
fucce¢ ding conferences, and feve- 
ral other intereiting events refpeét- 
ing Mr. Eliot’s miffionary fervi- 
ces, may be expected in the fol- 
lowing number. 





* Magnalia, B. tii. p. 193, and 196. 
Hutchinion’s hiRory ef Maffachufetes. 
Neale’s hift. of N. England, vol. i. p 
242, 243; he made extracts from a 
book entitled Day-breaking of the Gof- 
pel in New Engls nd; London 1647, 


Jome of which have been queted. 
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Anfwer to a Queftion, 
[Continued from page 338.] 


NUMBER II. 
N anfwering this queftion, it 
has been fhewn, in a preced- 
ing number, that the atonement 
of Chrift is infinitely full or fuffi- 
cient for the falvation of all man- 
kind ; that therefore the want of 
fuch an atonement cannot be the 
reafon why all are not faved. 
It is propofed then to thew, 
II. That the calls and invita. 
tions of the gofpel, and the fol. 
emn declaration, that God hath 
no pleafure in the death of the 
wicked, but that they would turn 
and live, are confiltent with his 


leaving numbers to go on in fin 








and perifh. 


And in doing this it is neceffa- 


| ry to confider the precife meaning 


of the declaration, that God hath 
no pleafure in the death of the 
wicked, but that they turn and 
live. This paflage mutt mean, 
either that God, taking all things 
into view, does not upon the 
whole choofe the death or pun- 
ifhment of any of the wicked, but 
actually choofes that they fhould 
all turn and live; or elfe it mutt 
mean, that he takes no direct 
pleafure in their death or mifery, 
in itfelf confidered, but that their 
turning and obtaining life is m 
itfelf more pleating: and defirable. 
But it is evident from various con- 
fiderations, that the paflage cane 
not be rationally underftood 1 
the fenfe firfl fated. For if the 
Moft High, ali things confidered, 
did actually choofe that none oi 
the wicked fhould go on in fin 
and perifh, but that all fhould tura 
and live ; then he mutt be greatly 
difappointed in his real choice and 
defire. For the feriptures ex- 
prefsly declare, that * wie i is the 
gate and broad is the way w hic 
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leadeth to deftruftion, and many 
there be that go in thereat ;”” and 
it is allowed in the ftatement of 
the queftion, that a number do 
go on in fin and perifh. And if 
Jehovah is thus difappointed in 
his a€tual choice and defigns, it 
mutt certainly occafion him great 
forrow and unhappinefs. None 
therefore, who have any juft ideas 
of the divine perfections and fe- 
licity, can for a moment indulge 
the fuppofition that the infinitely 
wife, powerful and perfeét God 
is thus fruftrated in his defires, 
and rendered unhappy by his crea- 
tures. 

Further, if Jehovah, upon the 
whole, did aétually choofe that 
all the wicked fhould repent and 
be faved, he certainly would con- 
vert and fave them ; fince he pof- 
fefles almighty power, has all 
hearts in his hand, and can with 
the greatelt eafe turn and bring 
the moft ftubborn to repentance, 
if he pleafes. As God does not 
in fact bring all finners to repent- 
ance, it is therefore certain, that 
upon the whole he does not really 
choofe to do it. 

Again, how derogatory would 
it be to the divine perfections, to 
fuppofe that the Moft High did 
upon the whole actually choofe 
that all the wicked fhould be 
brought to repentance and falva- 
tion, and yet was not able to ac- 
complifh his choice ? 

Thefe various confiderations 
clearly fhew, that the import of 
this paflage muft be, that God 
has no dire¢t pleafure in the death 
or mifery of the wicked, in itfelf 
confidered, but that their repent- 
ance and falvation in themfelves, 
or afide from other infinitely wife 
reafons, in the divine government 
would be much more pleafing to 
Fim than their deftruétion. And 
that this is the truth is manifeft 
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from the divine charafter, and 
from other declarations of {crip 
ture. For “ God is love,” or 
benevolence ; and therefore it is 
certain, that he cannot take any 
pleafure direétly from the punifh- 
ment or mifery of the wicked, 
and that he never punifhes but 
when it is neceflary to anfwer wife 
and benevolent purpofes, and pro- 
mote the general good. But on 
the contrary, it 1s evident, that 
their repentance and falvation 
would be in themfelves delightful, 
and afford dircét pleafure to the 
holy, benevolent mind of Jehovah, 
if corfiftent with the wifelt {cheme 
of government. It is therefore 
declared, that God “ doth not 
afflict willingly, nor grieve the 
children of men,”’ and that to pun- 
ifh is his ftrange or unpleafant 
work, But it is faid, that ** there 
is joy in heaven over one finner 
that repenteth,”” teaching, that it 
is a pleafing, joyful event to God 
and the heavenly world. Thefe 
conliderations confirm the fenfe 
of the paflage laft given; that 
God takes no pleafure in the 
mifery of the wicked, in itfelf con- 
fidered. Thus what the Moflt 
High exprefles in this paflage to- 
wards finners, is very fimilar to 
what kind, benevolent parents ex. 

refs towards their difobedient 
children. They often addrefs 
their children in expreflions fimi- 
lar to what God makes ufe of in 
this paflage ; We take no plea- 
Jure in your punifhment or pain, but 
it is much more pleafing to us to fee 
you reform and be obedient. Such 
language ina parent would imply, 
not that he would never choote 
to punifh any of his children when 


they deferved it, and the good of 


the family required it, but that 
their punifhment was not in itfelf 
agreeable to him, and that he took 
no direét pleafure init. Se the 
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declaration, that God hath no 


pleafure in the death of the wick- 
ed, but that they turn and live, 
imports, that the mifery or pun- 
ifhment of the wicked is not in 
itfelf pleafing to him ; but is by | 
no means faying that he will fend | 
his Holy Spirit to renew and | 
bring all mankind to repentance 
and falvation. It istherefore very 
far from engaging or implying, 
that he will never leave any to go | 
on in fin and finally fuffer that | 


everlafting punifhment which they | 


have juftly deferved; when he | 
fees it beft in order to difplay his 
juftice and perfections, promote 
the good of his kingdom, and an- 
fwer other wife and benevolent 
purpofes. Neither are the calls 
and invitations of the gofpel at all 
inconfiftent with God’s leaving 
numbers to go on in fin and perith. 
The divine offers and invitations, 
fuch as ** Look unto me, and be 
ye faved, all the ends of the earth 
—Turn ye, turn ye; for why 
will ye die ?—Whofoever will, let 
him take the water of life freely,”’ 
are no promifes that the holy Spi- 
rit fhall be fent to renew and make 
all who are favored with thefe 
calls and offers willing to comply 
with them. God, in giving man- 
kind thefe gracious calls and in- 
vitations, no more promifes to 


bring them to a cordial compli- | 


ance, by the efficacious influences 
of his Holy Spirit, than the king 
who in the parable fent his fer- 
vants to call thofe that were bid- 
den to the marriage fupper, did 
by this invitation promife to com- 
pel all to come in by force, who 
neglected the call. No one ever 
fuppofed, that his offering a pe- 
culiar favor to another upon a 
moft reafonable condition, was 
promifing that he would oblige 
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the other, if unwilling, to accept 
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dition. Certainly then the Moft 
High, by his kind calls and invi. 
tations to finners, has made them 
no promife that he will renew and 
influence them to a compliance. 
Neither do thefe invitations lay 
God under any obligations to do 
this for the impenitent. Can any 


| pretend to fay, that becaufe God 


is fo kind and merciful as freely 
to offer pardon and falvation to 
unworthy, hell-deferving finners 
upon the moft reafonable terms ; 
therefore he is under obligation 
to difpofe them to a cordial com- 
pliance by the efficacious influen- 
ces of his fpirit, upon their refufing 
thefe offers? Or in other words, 
does their ungratefully negleéting 
one favor, oblige God in point 
of juftice to do them another? 
Should a kind, generous benefac- 
tor provide a plentiful entertain- 
ment, and invite a number of un- 
worthy beggars, and fhould they 
ungratefully refufe his kind invi- 
tation, furely no one could fay, 
that he was under obligations to 
fend his fervants and compel them 
to come. 

Since therefore the calls and in- 
vitations of the gofpel are no pro- 
mife, that God will fend his fpi- 
rit, and make finners willing to 
comply with thefe, and do not 
lay him under any obligation to do 
this; how are they at all incon- 
fiftent with his leaving numbers to 
go on in fin and perifh ? Where 
is the leaft appearance of incon- 
fitency for God to call, wara, 
and invite finners to repent and 
be faved—to fet motives of infi- 
nite weight before them, and yet 
leave them to follow their own 
choice, by going on in the ways 
of fin to deftruétion ? Jehovah, 
in thus leaving the impenitent to 
perith in their fins, when he feesit 
beft for the general good, violates 
no promife, no obligation of juf- 
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tice or benevolence. Neither does 
he injure the wicked or give them 
any juft ground of complaint.— 
For if they will ungratefully re- 
fufe or negle&t the infinitely gra- 
cious and important calls and invi- 
tations of the gofpel, they are 
certainly exceedingly criminal, and 
wholly inexcufable. 

The invitations and offers of 
the gofpel cannot be rationally 
underitood as importing any thing 
more, than that God is willing 
and ready to pardon and fave all, 


terms of falvation ; and that their 


leave any to go on in fin and per- 
ifh ; when he fees it beft to an- 
{wer wife purpofes. Should the 
Mott High refufe to pardon and 
fave repenting, returning finners, 
he might be juftly accufed of a 
want of confiitency and fincerity 
in his calls, offers and invitations. 


he does not renew aud difpofe all 


mankind, by the efficacious influ- | 


ence of his {pirit, to a cordial com- 
pliance with the gofpel invita- 
tions, iss moft unreafonable and 
groundlefs, 

Further, that God is fincere in 
his calls and invitations, and in 
the reprefentations of fcripture, 
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before them motives of infinite im- 
portance to influence them to re- 
ceive the Saviour. He has di- 
rected his minifters to preach the 
gofpel to every creature—to warn 
and perfuade finners, by the moft 
important and endearing confider- 
ations, to fecure their eternal con- 
cerns, and to pray them in Chrift’s 
ftead to become reconciled unto 
God. 

He ftrives with them by his fpi- 
rit, by the convictions of their 


| own confciences, and by the warn- 
who repent and comply with the | 


ing voice of his providence. In 


_addition to all thefe powerful 
repentance is in itfelf pleafing to | 
him. But this, as already fhewn, | 
does not imply, that God will not | 


means, which are calculated to 
bring finners to repentance, God 
does, by the fpectal eflicacious in- 
fluences of his fpirit, overcome the 
inveterate oppofition of the human 
heart, and difpofe thoufands 

every age to a cordial compliance 
withthe terms of the gofpel. And 
he ki: idly welcomes all penitent, 
returning finners, however vile and 


unworthy—adopts them into his 
But to accufe him of this, becaufe 


| 


that the return and falvation of | 


finners is in itfelf more pleafing 
to him, than their deftruction, 1s 
manifeft from his conduét, as well 
as from the declarations of his 
word. For he has given his well 
beloved Son to endure the fevereft 
pains and fufferings, that he might 
open for mankind a way of life 
and falvation, and refcue numbers 
from everlafting deftruétion. He 
has given them his holy word to 
teach them the paths of duty and 
the way of falvation, and has fet 





family, and makes them children 
and heirs of God, and joint heirs 
with Jefus Chrift to all the joys 
and honors of that glorious inher- 
itance, which is incorruptible, un- 
defiled, and fadeth not away. 
Thus it is manifeft, from the con- 
duét and dealings of God, as well 
as from the declarations of his 
word, that he is fincere in the 
calls aud invitations of the gofpel. 
In the cafe of the impenitent, 
thefe invitations are no promife 
of fpecial, renewing grace, but 
import the two following things, 
firft, a declaration that all diffi- 
culties, in the way of the finner’s 
falvation, except what arife from 
his own heart, are removed ; and 
fecondly, an expreflion of the fin- 
ner’s duty. Therefore it is eafy 
to fee that God is ready to receive 
every returning finner, and that 
he takes no pleafure in the death 
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374 Thoughts 
or everlafling punifhment of the 
wicked in itfelf confidered, but is 
more pleafed with their repentance 
and falvation. For were not this 
the cafe, and did he not take plea- 
fure in the return and falvation of 
finners ; he certainly would not 
ufe fo many means to effect and 
promote their falvation—would 


net thus bring fe many to repent. | 


5 


ance, bv the efficacious influences | 


cf his fpirit, and kindly receive 
and welcome every true penitent 
however vile and criminal. And 
God’s leaving fome to go on in 
fin and perifh, wheu he ia infinite 
wifdom fees it beft, no more con- 
radicts the declaration, that he 
akes no pleafure in the death of 
the wicked, but that they would 
turn and hive, or proves, that their 
punifhment or mifery is in itfelf 
pleafing to him; than a kind pa- 
rent’s punifhing a vicious difobe- 
dient child, when the good of the 
| 
18 pleafed with the pain of his 
child. In both thefe cafes, the 
pain or punifhment is by the fup- 
pofition inflidted to anfwer wife 
purpofes, and to promote a great- 

3 } 


- . ny a . 
Ca Zooa, and. tacrerore 
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is a dic- 
tate of benevolence. 


(Lo Le continued.) 





Tioughis on the perfeverance of 
Saints. 


T is objected to the certain 
{ perfeverance of the faints, 
that the doctrine has an unholy 
tendency, and is, therefore, not 
a dottrine according to godlinefs. 
The defign of the following tho’ts 
is to examine this objection. 

If the fentiment objeéted be 
true, it mult be on the ground of 
thefe two things. 1. That all 
true faints have certain evidence 
of being fuch ; and z. That their 


61 the perfeverance of Saints, 


them. 
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religion is founded ina fupreme 
regard to their own happinels, 
If they do not know themfelves 
to be faints, its being certain, 
that faints will perfevere, can hay 
no evil tendency, in refpe& to 
Befide, if their religion 
be not felfith, but difinterefed ang 
holy, having God for its fupreme 
obje&, the do€trine cbjeéed to 
can furnifh no motives to be lef: 
holy, or lefs aétive in all the du. 
ties of an holy life. 


1 
the 


” , 
It is only on 
ground of faints being govern. 
ed by fclfith motives, and being 
certain withal of being faints, 
influence to this 
do¢trine, to render them lefs zeal. 
ous and perfevering than other- 
— 
Ve dle 

tats las 

But the firft thing, taken for 

granted in the cbjedtion, viz. that 


ae a oe 
Whicil can give 


‘all faints have certain evidence 


that they are fuch, is not true. 


| They in common know, pretty 
family requires it, proves, that he | 


nearly, and many times, very pre- 
cifely, at what time old things 
paffed away in them, and all 
things became new. Indeed this, 
which is fundamental to evangel- 


“* 7 
| ical holinefs, cannot have takca 





place, at years of underltanding, 
without their being confcious and 
very certain of a change. But 
their hope, notwithitanding, 13 
often wavering. They are very 
coubtful, not whether a change 
in them be real, but whether it be 
genuine. A flurance, if well found- 
ed, is always in proportion to the 
evidence of being renewed anc 
fanctified. This evidence is net 
to be expected from one day’s 
experience, but from a life of per- 
fevering holinefs. Hence the pro- 
phet—* Then fhall ye know, }! 
ye follow on to know the Lord.” 
Hence too the apoftle’s exhorte- 
tion, “ Giving diligence to make 
your calling and election fure.”— 


What may be properly called a 
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furance of falvation is a very high | 


attainment in religion, which is 
not to be expecte ‘d, in ordinary 
cafes, without time fufficient to 
have bro’t forth much fruit. As 
religion is liable to be counterfeit- 
ed, and as the counterfeit very 
ftrikingly refembles the reality, it 
muft be tried, and thence proved, 
before the fubjeéts of it can have 
warrant for any high degree of 
affurance. That ll which men 
apoftatize when tried, is thence 
proved not to have been genuine. 
Accordingly, whatever ground of 
aflured confidence there is, that 
all, who have once been made ho- 
ly, will perfevere in holinefs, and 
finally be faved, ftill a great pro- 
portion of real faints have not the 
fame confidence refpecting them- 
felves. Nay, they may, at times, 
have the moft ferious doubts, 
whether they belong to the houfe- 
hold of faith. Hence the certain 
perfeverance and falvation of all, 
who have once been fanétified in 
Chrift, has no tendency to make 
them loiter, in the race fet before 
them ;—it affords no confolation 
or hope, refpeéting themfclves, 
any farther than they continue in 
the way of holinefs, and thereby 
furnifh the proper evidence, that 
their names are written in heaven. 
—The evidence, that the faints 
will endure to the end and be 
faved, is of one fort, and that 
which proves men to be faints, of 
another. The former is found in 
the promife and faithfulnefs of 
God, and the latter, in the holy 
experiences and lives of the faints. 
Again, the fecond thing taken 
for granted, in the objection of 
unholy tendency, to the do¢trine 
of perfeverance, 15 not true ; viz. 
That the governing motive with 
faints to perfevere is a fupreme re- 
gard to their own happinefs. It 
is, m1 a fort, exclutively on this 
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ground, that it can have the evil 
tendency alledged. It cannot 
have it, on the fuppofition that 
ail faints infallibly know their 
election of God, if governed ia 
their lives by difinterefte od and 
holy motives. But the fac is, 
their higheft motive, and that by 
which they are fupremely influen- 
ced to hold on their way, is their 
fupreme and dilintercited love to 
God, the Redeemer,and his cau! 
It is not founded in an apprehen- 
fion of God’s love to them in par- 
ticular,andthe profpectoftheirown 
happinefs, Theydelight in God’: 
law, ajler the inward man; aud 
that becaufe it is holy, jufl and good. 
It is therefore their meat and 
drink to do his will. They wounl 
prefer a life of holinefs, from the 
delight which they take, in ple 10 
ing ‘od honoring their God an 
Saviour, were there no object o! 
either hope or fear, beyond the 
grave. But if fuch be their gov- 
erning motive, its influence can- 
not deftroyed, or even leflenec, 
by any certainty, that all faints 
oil eiiaene to act under fuch 
influence, and thence to perfevere 
in well doing. 

It hence appears, that thoie, 
who urge the objection here con- 
fidered, miitake both the nature 
and the effential evidence of true 
religion. They necefflarily id 
their love to God, on an appre- 
henfion of his love to them, and 
not on his fupreme and infinite 
lovelinefs. He nce they make it 
the fame in effence with the love 
which finners have towards thofe 
who love them. It 1s according 
ly true, that thofe whofe religion 
is founded in fupreme leltishuefs, 
and who thence love God, under 
a miftaken apprehenfion that he 
loves them, do often, in the time 
of temptation, fall away from the 
relivion which they feem to have. 
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Nor is this at all furprifing. Such 
perfons have no root in them 
which fhould be expected to bring 
forth fruit, when put to the teft. 
A religion of fuch fort may 
doubtlefs be loft. Yea, it is what 
we are taught to expect, not only 
from the nature of it, but from 
the exprefs declaration of Chrift ; 


Every plant which my heavenly | 


father hath not planted, fhall be 
plucked up. 

It is natural here to notice, 
that thofe generally who deny the 
certain perfeverance of faints, de- 
ny alfo the fpecial and diftinguth- 
ing grace of God, in renewing 
and fanctifying the human heart. 
They infift, that God does no 
more for one than another ; that 
the {pirit is given to all, in the 
fame meafure. They accordingly 
hold, that when any become holy, 
it is becaufe they do more than 
others, in the improvement of 
that grace which is common to 
all; and hence, that they make 
themfelves to differ. Nor 1s it 


wonderful, that a religion origin- | 
ating in felf and ftanding in their 


own itrength, fhould fometimes 
be loft. It frequently is, in fact. 
This is one reafon why the word 
of God, {peaking on this fubjeé, 
is fo often mifunderftood. All 
this is confiftent with the nature 
of a religrion, which is acquired by 
felfith creatures, and under the in- 


fluence of feHifth motives. Such | 


a religion muit neceflarily be felf- 
ifh, and therefore in its nature li- 
able to wax old and vanifh away. 
But true faints have not fo learned 
Chrilt. ‘They are taught of God, 
both by his word and {pirit, to be- 
lieve, that men are by nature dead 
in trefpafies and fins; that they 
never do any thing towards their 
recovery to f{piritual life; accord- 
ingly, that when made alive unto 


God, thro’ Jefus Chriit, it is ow- 
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| ing wholly to the working of his 


| mighty power. Therefore, faith 
the apoftle, You hath he quickened, 
who were dead in trefpaffes and fins. 
But God, who is rich in mercy, for 
the great love wherewith he loved 
us, even when we were dead in fins, 
hath quickened us together with 
| Chrift. Not by works of righteous. 
nefs, which we had done, but ac- 
cording to his mercy he faved us, 
| by the wafbing of regeneration and 
the renewing of the Holy Ghof. 
| Who, therefore, hath made thee to 
| differ from another ? The anfwer 
| mutt be in the words of the apof 
tle, by the grace of God I am what 
Lam. Therefore hath he mercy on 
whom he will have mercy : and, 
hey who hath begun a good work in 
them, will carry it on, until the day 
of the Lord Fefus. He hath faid, 
L will never leave thee, nor forfake 
thee. Hence, tho’ the righteous 
fall, he fall not be utterly caft down, 
for the Lord upholdeth him with 
his hand. Agreeably to all this 
, faith the God of grace, I «will put 
my laws in their hearts, and in their 
minds will I write them, and their 
fins and iniquities will I remember no 
nore. 
| It hence appears, from a fcrip- 
‘tural view of this fubject, that 
the objeGtion of unholy tendency 
lies fairly againft thofe who deny, 
| inftead of thofe who hold the per- 
| 


feverance of faints. Thofe who 
imagine they have made them- 
felves to differ,—that the differ- 
ence, when made, is in their own 
keeping, and, therefore, may be 
loft, cannot feel the fame obliga- 
tion to God, as thofe, who hold 
with the apoftle, that it is not of 
him who qwilleth, nor of him who 
runneth ; but of God, who Soeweth 
mercy. Thofe who believe, that 
the righteous will hold on their 
way to the end, and are fuch 
themfelves, mult feel a vatt weight 
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of obligation to God, for having 
chofen them to falvation in Chrift, 
and renewed them by his fpirit ; 
for carrying on the work of grace 
in their hearts ; and ftill farther, 
yea above all, for the two immu- 
table things of God, his oath and 
faithfulnefs, in which it is impofli- 
ble for him to lie, and by which 
they have ftrong confolation, with 
an hope, which is afure and ftead- 
faft anchor to their fouls. The 
whole tendency of the doétrine, in 


this view of it, is to quicken and | 


contftrain them to render unto the 
Lorp, according to benefits re- 
ceived ; to run with patience the 
race fet before them, and to do 
whatfoever their hand findeth to 
do with their might. 

It is hence evident, that the 
doétrine of perfeverance, when 
fairly ftated, inftead of the con- 


trary, is of a moft holy tendency, | 


and muft have anfwerable effect 


is the only plan, on which the 
grace of God, as difplayed in the 
falvation of finners, can be proper- 
ly fcen and felt. We fee, accord- 
ingly, that the objection here con- 
fidered, is wholly applicable to the 
oppofite do¢trine ; that the whole 
tendency of men’s thinking they 
have made themfelves to differ, and 
that the difference when efte&ted, 
depends on themfelves, and not 
on the promife and grace of God, 
is to eradicate a fenfe of obliga- | 
tion to him, and to cherifh a felf- 
righteous fpirit, which prepares 
the way for apoftacy and ruin. 
TROPHIMUS. 


on all the upright in heart. This | 
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HE refurre@tion of our bo- 


dies, and future rewards 
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pecially of the gofpel of Chrift. 
He is the firft, who hath plainly 
declared, that all who are in the 
graves foall hear the voice of the 
Son of God, and fhall come forth ; 
they that have done good, unto the 
refurreion of life ; and they that 
have done evil, unto the refurreion 
of damnation. This being true, 
the rightcous have caufe to re. 
joice ; and the unrighteous to fear 
and tremble. But let it be re- 
membered, that this truth refts on 
the idea, that Chrift gave his life 
| a ranfom for us—that he conquer- 
ed death and the grave, and arofe 
triumphant.—Nowif Chrift benot 
rifen, our ranfom is not paid—we 
are yet in our fias : All our 
preaching—all our attendance on 
means are vain: All our faith in 
Chrift, all our hopes and expe¢ta- 
tions concerning a future world 
are vain, aud without any rational 
| foundation. 

The ferious attention of the 
reader is afked, while I attempt to 
bring into view, fome of the evi- 
dences of the refurre€tion of Jefus 
Chrift from the dead. This is a 
fubje&t, in which, it is of infinite 
importance to be well eftablifhed. 
On this, depend the ufe of the 
means of falvation, and the refur- 
reétion of the dead. 

The truth of the refurretion of 
Chrift depends, altogether, on 
hiftorical fa&ts ; and, for the fake 
of brevity, I will confine myfelf 
to the apoftolic teftimony, which 
will be abundantly fufficient, if we 
will allow the fame degree of cre- 
dit to attach toit, which we give 
to common hiftory ; and, that 
human nature was the fame then, 
asnow. And this much, no can- 
did infidel will refufe. 


It will be needlefs to enter into 











and punifhments according to the 
deeds done in the body, are doc- | 


rae. _ a i 
a © XCar aevelatiun, and ef. | 


Vor. III. No. ro, Bb b 


particulars, concerning the trial, 
death aad refurreétion of Chrift, as 
reported by the evangelifts: Every 
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Nor is this at all furprifing. Such 


perfons have no root in them 
which fhould be expected to bring 


forth fruit, when put to the teft. | 


A religion of fuch fort may 
doubtlefs be loft. Yea, it is what 
we are taught to expect, not only 
from the nature of it, but from 
the exprefs declaration of Chritt ; 


Every plant which my heavenly | 
father hath not planted, fhall be | 


plucked up. 


It is natural here to notice, | 
that thofe generally who deny the | 


certain perfeverance of faints, de- 


ny alfo the fpecial and diftinguth- | 
ing grace of God, in renewing | 


and fanctifying the human heart. 
They infill, that God does no 
more for one than another ; that 
the {pirit is given to all, in the 
fame meafure. They accordingly 
hold, that when any become holy, 
it is becaufe they do more than 
others, in the improvement of 
that grace which is common to 


all; and hence, that they make | 
Nor is it , 
wonderful, that a religion origin. | 
ating in felf and ftanding in their | 


themfelves to differ. 


own itrength, fhould fometimes 
be loft. It frequently is, in fact. 
This is one reafon why the word 
of God, fpeaking on this fubjec, 
is fo often mifunderttood. 


of a religion, which is acquired by 
felfith creatures, and under the in- 
fluence of f{ehifh motives. 
a religion muit necefflarily be felf- 
ifh, and therefore in its nature li- 
able to wax old and vanifh away. 
But true faints have not fo learned 
Chrilt. ‘They are taught of God, 
both by his word and fpirit, to be- 
lieve, that men are by nature dead 
in trefpafies and fins; that they 


never do any thing towards their 
recovery to fpiritual life; accord- 
ingly, that when made alive unto 
God, thro’ Jefus Chriit, it is ow- 
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this is confiftent with the nature | 


Such | 
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| ing wholly to the working of hig 


| mighty power. Therefore, faith 
the apoftle, You hath he quickened, 
who were dead in trefpaffes and fins. 
But God, who is rich in mercy, for 
the great love wherewith he loved 
us, even when we were dead in Sins, 
hath quickened us together with 
Chrift. Not by works of righteous. 
nefs, which we had done, but ac. 
cording to his mercy he faved us, 
| by the wafking of regeneration and 
the renewing of the Holy Ghofl. 
Who, therefore, hath made thee tp 
| differ from another ? The anfwer 
mutt be in the words of the apof 
tle, by the grace of God I am what 
Lam. Therefore hath he mercy on 
whom he will have mercy : and, 
he, who hath begun a good work in 
them, will carry it on, until the day 
of the Lord Fefus. He hath faid, 
I will never leave thee, nor forfake 
thee. Hence, tho’ the righteous 
fall, he fall not be utterly caft down, 
for the Lord uphdldeth him with 
his hand. Agreeably to all this 
faith the God of grace, I will put 
my laws in their hearts, and in their 
minds will I write them, and their 
fins and iniquities will I remember no 
more. 

It hence appears, from a ferip- 
‘tural view of this fubject, that 
the objeGion of unholy tendency 
lies fairly againft thofe who dens, 


| inftead of thofe who hold the per- 


| 
| 
} 
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feverance of faints. Thofe who 
imagine they have made them- 
felves to differ,—that the differ- 
ence, when made, is in their own 
keeping, and, therefore, may be 
lott, cannot feel the fame obliga- 
tion to God, as thofe, who hold 
with the apoftle, that it is not of 
him who willeth, nor of him who 
runneth ; but of God, who Soewseth 
mercy. Thofe who believe, that 
the righteous will hold on their 
way to the end, and are fuch 
themfelves, muit feel a vatt weight 
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of obligation to God, for having 
chofen them to falvation in Chrift, 
and renewed them by his fpirit ; 
for carrying on the work of grace 
in their hearts ; and ftill farther, 
yea above all, for the two immu- 
table things of God, his oath and 
faithfulnefs, in which it is impofli- 
ble for him to lie, and by which 
they have ftrong confolation, with 
an hope, which is afure and ftead- 
faft anchor to their fouls. The 
whole tendency of the doétrine, in 
this view of it, is to quicken and 
conttrain them to render unto the 
Lorp, according to benefits re- 
ceived ; to run with patience the 
race fet before them, and to do 
whatfoever their hand findeth to 
do with their might. 

It is hence evident, that the 
doétrine of perfeverance, when 
fairly ftated, inftead of the con- 
trary, is of a moft holy tendency, 
and muft have anfwerable effect 
on all the upright in heart. This 
is the only plan, on which the 
grace of God, as difplayed in the 
falvation of finners, can be proper- 
ly feen and felt. We fee, accord- 
ingly, that the objection here cen- 
fidered, is wholly applicable to the 
oppofite do¢trine ; that the whole 
tendency of men’s thinking they 
have made themfelves to differ, and 
that the difference when efte&ted, 
depends on themfelves, and not 
on the promife and grace of God, 


is to eradicate a fenfe of obliga- | 
| to the apoftolic teftimony, which 


tion to him, and to cherifh a felf- 

righteous fpirit, which prepares 

the way for apoftacy and ruin. 
TROPHIMUS. 


On the Refurredion of Fefus C hrift. 


HE refurre&tion of our bo- 
dies, and future rewards 
and punifhments according to the 
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pecially of the gofpel of Chritt. 
He is the firft, who hath plainly 
declared, that all who are in the 
graves foall hear the voice of the 
Son of God, aud fhall come forth ; 
they that have done good, unto the 
refurre&ion of life ; and they that 
have done evil, unto the refurre@ion 
of damnation. This being true, 
the rightcous have caufe to re. 
joice ; and the unrighteous to fear 
and tremble. But let it be re- 
membered, that this truth refts on 
the idea, that Chrift gave his life 
a ranfom for us—that he conquer- 


| 
| ed death and the grave, and arofe 


triumphant.—Nowif Chrift benot 
rifen, our ranfom is not paid—we 
are yet in our fias : All our 
preaching—all our attendance on 
means are vain: All our faith in 
Chrift, all our hopes and expe¢ta- 


tions concerning a future world , 


are vain, and without any rational 


foundation. 
The ferious attention of the 


| reader is afked, while I attempt to 
| bring into view, fome of the evi- 


dences of the refurre€tion of Jefus 
Chrift from the dead. This isa 
fubje&, in which, it is of infinite 
importance to be well eftablithed. 
On this, depend the ufe of the 


| means of falvation, and the refur- 


rection of the dead. 

The truth of the refurretion of 
Chrift depends, altogether, on 
hiftorical fa&ts ; and, for the fake 
of brevity, I will confine myfelf 


will be abundantly fufficient, if we 
will allow the fame degree of cre- 
dit to attach toit, which we give 
to common hiftory ; and, that 
human nature was the fame then, 
asnow. And this much, no can- 
did infidel will refufe. 

It will be needlefs to enter into 
particulars, concerning the trial, 


deeds done in the body, are doc- | death and refurre&tion of Chrift, as 
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one has, or ought to have read 
them with care and attention. 
And if any ftill doubt of the truth 
of the facts, reported in the gof- 
pel, concerning the death and re- 
furreGtion of Chrift, let them re- 
perufe them, and they will better 
judge of what T fhall fay. 

The fum of the evidence of the 
apoftles, for the death and refur- 
re¢tion of Chrift, in the form of 
an affidavit, would ftand thus, viz. 

We, the apoftles of Jefus Chritt, 
declare, that we faw him crucified, 
dead and buried—that neither we, 
nor any of his difciples have tak- 
en him away ; nor could we have 
done it, if we would, for the chief 
priefts and rulers had fecured the 
doors of the tomb, with the go- 
vernor’s feal, and fet a guard of 
foldiers to watch it, hoping to 
prevent his rifing on the third 
day, as he had predicted. Yet, 
early in the morning of the third 
day, fome of us, with others, 
went to the tomb, and found the 
guard gone ; and the {tone rolled 
away. Two of us, John and 
Peter, and two women, went into 
the tomb and found it empty of 
the body of Jefus: The re& of us 
heard from thofe, who were eye- 
witnefles. Furthermore, we know 
his body was not taken away by 
others ; becaufe, we faw it when 
dead, and afterwards when alive. 
We faw him, repeatedly, for forty 
days together, and converfed with 
him, after his refurre@tion.—We 
had been long and intimately ac- 
quainted with him, and knew his 
perfon perfectly well.—We, alfo, 
handled the body we faw, and 
know it had filefh and bones.— 
ss We are fure it was the fame bo- 
dy which hung upon the crofs, 
for we faw the wound in his fide, 
and the print of the nails in his 
hands and feet.” Thefe things 


we teflify before God and man ; 
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and for the truth of them, we 
pledge our lives, and our.all. 
This is the plain and obvious 
teftimony of the apoftles, for the 
death and refurre€&tion of Jefus 
Chnift, and is direély in point ; 
the witneffes are numerous ; and, 
in any court of juftice, would 
be deemed fufficient to fubftanti- 
ate the facts which they atteft. 
On this evidence, we ground our 
faith in the refurre€tion of Chrift ; 
and no infidel will deny, that it 
is the true apoftolic teftimony. 
Thus far we are agreed. But, to 
evade the force of this evidence, 
the enemies of the crofs plead the 
incompetency of the witneffes, as 
being, either deceived themfelves, 
or having a defign to deceive 
others. This we deny. Here 
then we are at iffue. 

It is certain, the apoftles could 
not be deceived in this cafe. They 
were of age and knowledge to 
judge of any facts, which were 
to be tefted by the bodily fenfes. 
They had been long acquainted 
with Jefus, and knew him as well, 
as any man can know another. 
And though illiterate men, they 
could judge whether Jefus was 
wounded or not—whether he was 
dead or alive—whether they faw, 
heard and handled him ; and con- 
verfed with him for forty days to- 
gether, after they had feen him 
dead and buricd.—Of fuch faés, 
they were capable of judging as 
well as Pilate himfelf, and could 
not be deceived : All the proofs 
of Chrift’s refurreétion were tefted 
by the bodily fenfes, and »et bY 
reafoning : They cuuld fee, hear, 
and feel, as well as the moft acute 
philofopher ; confequently, they 
were proper judges, and coul 
not be miftaken in this cafe of the 
refurrection of Jefus Chrift. 

Nor could they have any de- 
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were, to fay the leaft, as much 
concerned to know and fpeak the 
truth, as any men on earth ; nor 
could any men have lefs motives 
to mifreprefent. Chrift had cho- 
fen them for his immediate at- 
tendants and apoftles.—He de- 
clared himfelf the true Meffiah 
and Son of God ; and wrought 
a variety of miracles to prove it.— 
He informed them, that he came 
to give his life a ranfom for the 
life of the world—that he mutft 
be killed by the Jews ; but, 
fhould arife the third day, and 
would meet and converfe with 
them again ; after which, he 
fhould afcend to his God and their 
God, to his Father and their Fa- 
ther, to prepare everlafting abodes 
for them. He conftituted them 
his minifters ; and promifed them 
his holy fpirit to dire&t and affift 
them in all their duty, and to 
comfort and fupport them under 
all their trials ; and, through 
them, to fpread the gofpel and 
build his church through the 
world, notwithftanding all oppo- 
fition. 

Now, as the apoftles knew 
Chrift was put to death by the 
Jews, they knew all this account 
was a grand impofture—a mere 
farce, unlefg he arofe from the 
dead on the third day. Except 
they knew Jefus was alive from 
the dead, they knew they were 
ftill in their fins, and without 
hope towards God ; and that 
they could have no dependance on 
his promifes. As apoftles, it was 
their intereft, above all men, to 
know the truth in this cafe. And 
if they knew, or had reafon to 
believe he was not rifen, it was pe- 
culiarly their intereft to have pub- 
lifhed their reafons ; it would have 
fettled all difficulties between 
them and the chief priefts, {cribes 
end pharifees. Yea, confidering 
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what human nature ever has been, 
we may fafely conclude, in fuch a 
cafe, their love would have chang- 
ed into hatred ; and that they 
would have curfed him, with their 
bitter curfes, for deceiving them. 
Yet, how different was their con- 
du& ? Their hearts burned with 
love to Jefus and his caufe ; and 
nothing could flay them from his 
work.—Having reccived the pro- 
mifed comforter, they boldly af- 
firmed that Jefus is the Chrift, and 
was rifen from the dead—that 
they had feen and handled him, 
and converfed with him, and knew 
he was the very fame whom they 
had feen crucified. 

To all this, the fcribes and 
priefts could make no reply, buf 
the pitiful tale, * while the fol- 
diers flept, his difciples came and 
ftole him away.”? How filly ! 
How perverfe ! The foldiers were 
placed there, by the governor’s 
order, to watch the tomb, which 
was made faft and fealed. It was 
a cafe of high importance ; and 
for the foldiers to fall afleep, fub- 
jected them to death bythe law.— 
But how could they know, what 
was done by the difciples, while 
they flept ? Had the body been 
fo taken away, the priefts would 
have been the firft to demand the 
execution of the law on the fol- 
diers. This tale is an implicit ac- 
knowledgment, that they believ- 
ed the refurre€tion of Jefus Chrift. 
Thus far, as in view of Chrift’s 
pretenfions to divinity and the 
Meffiahfhip ; and his promifes to 
the apoftles, they could have had 
no motive to deceive; and had 
they not known he was rifen, it 
would have been highly their in- 
tereft to deny his refurretion. 

Again, had not the apoftles 
certain knowledge of the refur- 
reGtion of Chrift, they could not, 
reafonably, have expe&ted any fuc- 
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cefs in their miniftry. To fuppofe 
that twelve indigent and illiterate 
men, in their own ftrength, with- 
out any civil or ecclefiaftical pow- 
er, or any popular influence, would 
attempt to bring ina new religion 
among a people, founded in the 
name and power of a poor, defpif- 
ed Galilean, whom they had juft 
before put to death, under the 
accufation of blafphemy ; and to 
do this, in oppofition to all the 
power, wealth, learning, pride, 
prejudices and paffions of man- 
kind, is the moft extravagant 
chimera, that ever entered into the 
head or heart of man! No men 
endowed with common fenfe and 
feelings would have ventured on 
fucha tafk, unlefs, they pofitively 
knew, that the Saviour thef 
preached, was a living and Al- 
mighty Saviour. ‘The whole de- 
pended on the certainty of Chrift’s 
refurrection : If he was not rifen 
they could not hope in him ; and, 
without him, they could do no- 
thing. They could not have in- 
troduced the gofpel fyftem, to the 
overthrow of the Mofaic difpen- 
fation, and heathen idolatry, ex- 
cept the things they teltified of 
Jefus were true. Men would not 
have renounced the religion of 
their fathers, for another, more 
fitrit and felf-denying, unlefs 
they had ftrong proof of its truth 
and divinity. 

The facts, on which the gof- 
pel fyitem is founded, were pub- 
lic; and the apoflles conftantly 
appealed to the Jews for the truth 
of them, even of the refurreétion 
of Chrift. St. Paul, in his firft 
epiftie to the Corinthians, not on- 
ly afferts this doétrine, but af- 
firms, that Chrift was repeatedly 
feen of his apoftles and others af- 
ter his refurrection ; and at one 
time, of above five hundred, of 
whom, the greater part, 1. @ more 


| 
| 
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than 250 were then alive at the 
time of his writing. Corinth was 
full of Jews, who, by their cabals 
and riotous behaviour, had, fome 
time before, obliged the apoftle 
to quit the city. They hated 
Chriftianity and the apoftle, and 
would, doubtlefs, examine his let- 
ter with feverity ; and ruin him 
and his caufe if they could. This 
was an appeal to his enemies ; 
and, certainly, he had too much 
fenfe, to give them an opportu- 
nity to convict him of lying, out 
of his own letter. As his appeal 
was made to more than 250 liv- 
ing witneffes, and in the prefence 
of his enemies, it was eafy to con- 
viét him of falfehood, and it would 
have been done, had not his ap- 
peal been well founded. 

Such evidence mutt ftrike the 
mind of every honeft man with 
irrefiftible force. Accordingly, 
the apoftles had fuccefs in their 
preaching, notwithftanding their 
enemies had all the power, wealth, 
learning, religious habits and pre- 
judices on their fide. Upon fuch 
public evidence and fuch public 
appeals, they entered on their mif- 
fion ; and through the aids of the 
Holy Spirit, they had fuccefs a- 
gaintt all oppofition.—This fhows 
they had no mind to deceive ; and, 
as they appealed to a cloud of 
witnefles, both friends and enemies, 
they could not have done it. 

I obferve once more, the apof- 
tles had no mind to deceive in the 
cafe of Chrift’srefurreGtion ; other- 
wife, they muft have aéted as othe: 
impoftors, and confulted their own 
perfonal or family emolument, fuch 
as focial comforts, honors and 
worldly gain.—But it does not 
appear they had any motive otf 
this kind, even admitting then 
teftimony to be true; and much 


lefs, if falfe. There was no pop- 


ularity to be expeéted, for a few 
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indigent and ignorant fifhermen, 
by preaching a defpifed and cru- 
cified Saviour ; and a fyflem of 
religion, mortifying to all the na- 
tural paffions and affeétions of foul 
aid body—a religion, which con- 
demns the lufts of the fleth, the 
luft of the eye, and pride of life ; 
and dooms to endlefs perdition all 
unbelievers. Impoftors, without 
learning, power and authority, 
would never have taken fuch a 
method to obtain popularity, hon- 
ors and riches. It is the reverfe 
of all worldly wifdom ; and con- 
trary to the known practice of all 
deceivers. It is the direct way to 
fhame, pain and forrow, poverty 
and death. 

Accordingly, Chrift taught his 
apoltles, and indeed all his difci- 
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actually knew Jefus Chrift was 


rifen from the dead, and believed 
that he would dire& and profper 
them according to his word. All 
their miniftry, all their hope for 
time ‘Bnd eternity depended on 
the truth of Chrift’s refurreétion. 
Upon this they ventured every 
thmg, and gave up all for the 
fake of Chrift, not counting their 
own lives dear, fo they might win 
him and his righteoufnefs. 
Notwithftanding all oppofition 
and every difcouragement, the A- 
pottles went forth boldly, preach- 
ing Chrift, and falvation by him 
alone. Knowing he was alive 
from the dead, they believed in 
his promifed aid, and with great 
power witneffed his refurrection. 
They were both the recipients 


ples, that they muft leave all for | = ative inftruments of miracu- 


his fake, and look to the rewards 
of another world for their recom- 
pence. He warned them, that 
for his fake they fhould be hated 
of the world, perfecuted, imprif- | 
oned, fcourged and killed. And, 


| 
| 


of the truth of thefe they could | 


not doubt, for, before his cruci- 
Exion, they had often experienced 
the contempt, hatred and malice 
of the Jews; and well knew, that | 
they who had called the matter of 
the houfe Beelzcbub, and killed 
him, would not fpare his follow- 
ers.—Such was the cafe, even ad- 
mitting the truth of their teftimo- 
ny ; but if that was not true, no 
reafonable motive of action can 
be affigned. They were fire to 
meet with fhame, poverty and 
death in this world, 2nd had no 
hope of any recompence in the 
worldto come. Nomen, intheir | 
fenfes, will aét thus in fupport of 
what they know, or have reafon 
to believe a falfehood. The con- 
fequence therefore, irrefiflably for- 
ces itfelf upon us, that the Apof- 
tles were honeft men, that they 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| v 
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lous operations ; and, hereby, 
proved their divine miffion and 
authority. In affurance of this, 
they entered on their miffion ; 
and {pent their whole time in pub- 
| lithing the glad tidings of the =. 
pel, w ithout a profpect of worldly 
gain. ‘They attacked the nume- 
rous fuperftitions and traditions of 
the elders—affirmed that Chrift, 
whom they had crucified, was the 
Lord of Life, and only Saviour 
of loft men—called on them to 
repent of their fins, and believe 
on him for falvation, appealing to 
themfelves for the truth of “the 
faéts which they teftified of Jefus ; 
and finally denounced Busines 
on all who fhould continue in im- 
pennency and unbelief. In a 
word, through the evident opera- 
tions of the Hol y Spirit, and in 
virtue of their divine miffion, they 
attacked and overturned the Jew- 
ifh economy, and the idolatrous 

worlhip of moft of the heathen 

vorld, 

In thefe labors, the Apoftles 


gained neither popularity, honors, 

























































382 On the Refurredion of Fefus Chrift. 


or riches; but that the work 
might ftand in the power of God, 
and not of men, they pafled thro’ 
fiery trials and cruel mocking, 
both from Jews and Gentiles. 
And finally, moft, if not all of 
them fealed their teftimony of Je- 
fus by a violent death, and thus 
drank of the cup of theiv mailer. 
Thefe things fhow that the A pof- 
tles were neither deceived nor de- 
ceivers : We muft therefore re- 
ceive the doctrine of the refurrec- 
tion of Jefus Chriit, as an eftab- 
hifhed fact. 

The enemies of the crofs have 
made many objections to the tef- 
timony of the Apoftles ; moft of 
them are frivolous and abfurd ca- 
vils, totally unworthy of notice. 
I do not, at prefent, recollect any 
objeGtion of confequence, to the 
above reafoning, unlefs it be this 
eant phrafe of modern deifm, viz. 
«“ That all this teftimony is an 
after-game—a mere farce, trump- 
ed up by bigoted and defigning 
priefts.”’ 

As it is not fappofable that 
Jewifhor heathen idolatrous priefts 
would trump up fuch a fyftem a- 
gainft themfelves, we muft con- 
clude they mean Chriftian priefts. 
This being the cafe, it is abun- 
dantly fufficicnt to mention their 
objection, and pafs it in filence, 
until they will be pleafed to fhow 
how there could have been Chrif- 
tian priefts, before Chriftianity 
commenced—who they were— 
where they lived—where they 
met—and when they wrote. 
When they will honeftly anfwer 
thefe queries, we will attend to 
them. 

The death and refurre@ion of 
Chrift are facts as well attelted, 
as any other facts in hiftory of 
equal diftance of time. They 
have all the proof that any fact 
ean have from the teflimonv of 
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men, after the witneffes are dead. 
Let us not reject the teltimony of 
others, like Thomas, till we thal] 
fee Jefus with our eyes—Blefid 
are they that have not feen, and yet 
have believed. 

It was obferved in the begin. 
ning of this Effay, that on the 
truth of the refurreétion of Jefus 

hrift, depends the ufe of the 
means of falvation and the refur. 
rection of the dead. If Chrift be 
rifen, then our dead bodies mut 
and will arife : So faid the A pof. 
tle, * If it be preached that he 
rofe from the dead, how fay fome 
among you, there is no refurrec- 
tion of the dead.’”? The refur. 
rection of Chrift was a pledge of 
the refurreétion of our bodies: 
He was the firft fruits of them that 
Slept. For, fince by man came 
death, by man alfo came the refurrec- 
tion of the dead. For as in Adam 
all die, even fo in Chrift fhall all be 
made alive. But every man in his 
own order: Chrift the firft fruits ; 
afterwards they that are Chrif’s 
at hme coming. The refurreétion 
(of Chrift is an affurance of the 
refurrection of all men, but efpe- 
cially of his faints; they fhall 
arife to glory and immortality. 
As the firft fruits, under the law, 
were a pledge of the future har- 
vett, fo the refurretion of Chrilt 
was an earneft of their refurrec- 
tion: If the head be raifed, the 
members will affuredly follow. 
The church of Chrift was virtu- 
ally raifed with him ; and will ac- 
tually follow in their order. And 
as aflurance of this, we read, that 
the graves were opened, and many 
bodies of the faints which flept arofe, 
and came out of the graves after his 
refurredlion, and went into the holy 
city, and appeared unto many. This 
teaches us that Jefus Chrift is, in- 
deed, the refurredtion and the life. 
And frem what he has done, we 
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may fafely argye to what he will 
do; and be aflured, that the hour 
is coming, in the which all that are 
in their graves foall hear his voice 
and come forth ; they that have done 
good unto the refurredion of life, 
and they that have done evil unto 
the refurreGion of damnation. 

This doétrine of Chrift’s refur- 
rection, isa doétrine of comfort to 
believers. They look forward to 
the time when their bodies fhall 
put on incorruption, and their 
mortal, immortality ; and be fafh- 
ioned like his glorious body. 

The mecting of righteous fouls 
with their bodies, will be a glori- 
ous meeting! How happy will 
they be to meet their bodies, de- 
livered from the bondage of cor- 
ruption, into the liberty of the 
fons of God! How will the foul 
rejoice, to be reunited to that 
tongue, which ufed to exprefs its 
delight in God, and fing the praif- 
es of redeeming love—to thofe 
hands, which ufed to be raifed, 
in adoration and fupplication to 
the Supreme Being, and extended 


in charity to man—to thofe eyes | 


and ears, which were once opened 
to the word of life—to thofe 
knees, which often bowed before 
the throne of grace—2nd to thofe 
feet that weekly ore the foul to 
the houfe of od? I fay, how 
inexpr~“0ly happy will be the , 
eul and body, when they thal) 
again be united at the refurrec- 
tion, never more to part; but 
mutually to enjoy, love and wor- 
fhip the triune God forever and 
ever! Let the righteous take 
gomfort in the p’mifes of Chritt ; 


and wait eatiently fo his coming, 
with «lurance, that whta he, who 


ig che refurretion and tre life, 
hall appear, they fhall be like 
him. 

But how different will be the 
aafe with the wicked! They will 
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arife to condemnation. And their 
union to their bodies will doubt- 
lefs increafe their mifery. 

Surely it is not ftrange, that 
the fophifts of this world, and 
obftinate finners, are exerting eve- 
ry nerve to dilprove the bible, and 
efpecially the doétrine of the re- 
furreCtion of Jefus Chrift. For 
if that be true, they well know 
the bible muft be true, and that 
a day of judgment will come ;— 
a day of unutterable woe and mif- 
cry to them.—But, the evidence 
of the refurreftion of Chrift is 
{trong and conclufive, as has been 
fhewn. It has fupported the 
dottrine, for almoft 1800 years, 
againft all the art and fopluftry of 
wicked men; and never can be 
overfet, while the teftimony of 
man has weight with men. 

How fhould thefe vonfidera- 
tions excite all of us to the dili- 
gent ufe of the means of falva- 
tion? We have now an opportu- 
nity to prepar¢ for the refurreCtion 


of life. Béeffed be the God and 





| Father of our Lord Fefus Chrift, 
avhs, according to his abundant mer- 
| oy, hath begotten us again unto a 
| lively hope, by the refurreftion of 
Fefus Chrift from the dead. In 
| him, we look for new heavens and 
| 4 new earth—In him, we look 


| forward to eternal rewards, or 


endlefs punifhments, according to 
the deeds done in the body. 

This confideration gives a rea- 
fonable ground for the ufe of 
means; our preaching is not vain 
in the Lord. An eternity, my 
readers, an eternity of happinefs 
or mifery will follow upon this 
life; our good or evil improve- 
ment of time andthe means of 


| falvation, will determine our por- 


tion. In this life, andin this on- 
ly, we have opportunity to fecure 
a part in the refurrection of the 


jul. This renders the wife and 
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diligent ufe of appointed means, 
infinitely important to every fon 
and daughter of Adam. Let us’ 
then ftrive to know Chrift, and 
the power of his refurreétion— 
Let us be fledfaft, unmoveable, 
always abounding in the work of 
the Lord ; forafmuch as we know 
that our labor is not in vain in the 


Lord. 





ISRAEL. 





On the eleventh chapter of the Re- 


velation. 


Mess’rs Epitors, 

Some of your readers having 
exprefled a particular defire to fee 
an expofition of the 11th chapter 
of the Revelation, I fend you the 
following, which if you judge 
worthy, “you will pleafe to give a | 


ee ee 


place in your excellent Magazine. | 


PART I. 
REVIOUS to the propofed | 
explanation, permit fome | 
general introductory remarks up- | 
on the prophecy contained in the 
Revelation. The compofition of | 
this book is unive rfally aleribed to 
the apollle John ; but cnhronolo- 
gers difagree about the date of it. 
Some fuppofe it was written in 
the reign of Domitian, the Re. 
man emperor. Bihop Newton | 
givesit an earlier date, fuppoting it | 
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to have been written in the reign of | 


Nero, that he might confiftently 


r 
4 


apply the opening of the firft feal, | 


or the vifion of the white horfe 
and his victorious nider, to the 
Roman emperors, Vef/pafian and 
Titus, with particular reference to 
their congueit of Judea ; fuppo- 
fing it would have been abfurd to 
make this application, if he ad- 
mitted, that it was written m the 
reign of Domitian, as this would 
make it an hiftory of pat, ra- 
ther than a prophecy of future 
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events. Omitting remarks re. 
{fpecting the date of the book, 
this fubjet is introduced for the 
purpofe of fubmitting the follow. 
ing queftion to the candid conf. 
deration of yeur learned readers, 
whether it be abfurd, and contra. 
ry to {cripture precedent, to fup- 
pofe the Revelation written in the 
reign of Domitian, and yet apply 
the vilion of the white horfe and 
his rider, to Vefpafian and Tj. 
tus? According to which it 
would be the reprefentation of 
an event which exifted thirty or 
forty years, before it was exhibit- 
ed in the vifion. On this fubject 
let only fcripture example be con- 
fulted. The prophet Daniel had 
a vifion, chap. 7. of four beatts ; 
the firft of which is interpreted 
to fignify the Babylonith empire, 


| but this vifion was in the reign of 
| Belfhazzar, the laft of its kings, 


and in whofe reign that empire 
was fubdued.—The events which 
were comprifed in this vifioa, 
mutt confequently, have generally 
exilied a longer {pace of time be- 
fore the prophet had this vition, 
than Vefpaiian and Titus lived be- 
fore Domitian. Befides, the ra- 
pidity and extent of conqueft, or 
that elevated {tate reprefented by 
the eagle’s Wings which the lion 
had, was not efleceg by Belthaz- 
zar, a luxurious ana .feminate 
prince ; but by his great pre-e. 
sitor, Nebuchadnezzar.—So the 
apoftle had a vifion, chap. 12, 0 
a great red dragon, and chap. 13- 
of abeaft coming up out of the 
fea, which vilions are interpretec 
to denote the RoOiran empire. But 
if this beat which she apoftle 
faw, hawng feven heads a4 ten 
horns, reprefented the Rowan 
empires with the different forms 0} 
government under which it had 
fubfitted, from the firft commence- 
ment of it, of which it is faid, for 
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are fallen, it certainly reprefented 
many and great events which ex- 
ifted long before the days of the 
apoftle ; yea, by far the moft in- 
terefting and importart events 
which exifted in it, through the 
whole term of its duration; it be- 
ing a much longer term from the 
rife of it to the days of the apoftle, 
than from the reign of Domitian, 
or even Nero, to the diffolution 
of the o/d Roman empire by the 
northern nations—a period alfo, 
in which with its great iron teeth, 
(it being the fourth terrible beaft 
of Daniel) it had broken in pieces 
and fubdued the beafts which 
were before it—in which it had 
difplayed its national policy, the 
military prowefs and conquefts of 
its arms—and in which it had 
paffed the zenith of its power and 
glory. According to thefe re- 
marks, bifhop Newton might have 
conceded, that the apoftle wrote 
the Revelation in the reign of Do- 
mitian, and yet have applied the 
vifion of the white horfe and him 
that fat thereon to Vefpafian and 
Titus, and fupported the proprie- 
ty of it by fcripture precedents 
and example. 

If it be enquired, does not this 
fubjeé&t the {cripture to the impu- 
tation of abfurdity ? It may be re- 
plied, perhaps not ; for thefe are 
not of the nature of fimple pro- 
phecies ; but fymbolic reprefenta- 
tions of important events, or par- 
ticular great f{cenes of divine pro- 
vidence ; and is it not as proper 
to make fuch a difplay, in the 
middle, or at the end, as at the 
beginning of the fcene? When 
the Babylonifh empire was to be 
reprefented by a lion with eagle’s 
wings, why was it not as proper 
to make this reprefentation to Da- 
niel, near its deftruction ; as when 
it was to be reprefented by an 
head of gold, to make titis dif- 

Vor. III. No. 10. Cc 
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play to Nebuchadnezzar, near the 
commencement of it ? In like 
manner, why was it not as con- 
fiftent to reprefent to the apoftle, 
in the reign of Domitian, that 
{cheme of events which commenc- 
ed in the conquefts of Vefpafian 
and Titus, by a book fealed with 
feven feals, as to reprefent the 
Babylonifh empire when a much 
greater {cheme commenced in Ne- 
buchadnezzar, to Daniel, by a li- 
on, in the reign of Belfhazzar ? 
Or even to reprefent the Roman 
empire itfelf by a beaft dreadful 
and terrible, and having great iron 
teeth, when that empire had been 
founded by Romulus, fome genera- 
tions, if not centuries, before the 
prophet had this vifion of it ?* 
Confidering the book which the 
apoltle faw in the vifion, as con- 
taining that feries of events which 
commenced about his time, re- 
lating immediately to the Roman 
empire, by the opening of the 
feals, and the fymbolic appearan- 
ces confequent upon it, we have 
difclofed to us, the wars, fam- 
ines and peftilences, by which 
God punifhed the idolatrous per- 
fecutors of his people, until in his 
holy providence, the empire by a 
great revolution became Chriftran. 
We have, Chap. 7. reprefented, 
by the angel’s holding the winds 
that they fhould not blow, and 
the fealing of the fervants of God 
in their foreheads, that peaceful 
and profperous ftate of the church 
which fueceeded the converfion of 
the empire from heatheni{m to 
Chriftianity. We havenext, Chap. 
8. on the opening of the feventh 
feal, a vifion of feven angels with 
feven trumpets prepared to found. 


* Suppofing the Roman empire to 
have been founded in the reign of Jo- 
ath king of Judah, it was more than 
300 years before the prophet had this 
vifion of it. 
cc 
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By the founding of the four firlt, 
with their effeéts, are fignified, the 
calamities with which God pun- 
ifhed the herefies of the Chriftian 
empire, and the extin¢tion of it by 
the irruptions of the barbarous 
nations. In the conclufion of 
thefe, we have an angel flying 
thro’ the midit of heaven, and pro- 
claiming woe, woe, woe, to the in- 
habiters of the earth and fea, por- 
tending the dreadful calamities 
which would fucceed the founding 
of the three remaining trumpets. 
We then have, Chap. 9. the found- 
ing of the fifth trampet, which 
conftituted the firft woe, upon 
which a itar fell from heaven, the 
bottomlefs pit was opened, and 
the {moke of it afcended, filled 
with locufts ; denoting the impof- 
ture of Mahomet, the fpread of 
his delufion, and the conquefts and 
cruelties of his followers the Sa- 
racens or Arabians, by which God 
chaitifed the corruptions and fu- 
perftitions of the Chriftian church 
—but not reformed bythefe judg- 
ments, we have the deftru€tion of 
the eaftern empire reprefented by 
the fixth trumpet and fecond woe, 
or the loofing of the four angels 
which were bound by the river 
Euphrates, i. e. the removal of 
thofe obftru&tions which impeded 
the progrefs of the Turks, and 
giving them opportunity to pur- 
fue and extend their conquefts, by 
which they fubdued the eaftern 
or Greek empire, and eftablith- 
ed themfelves upon its ruins. 
Thefe vifions being completed, 
the apoftle then had a vilion of a 
mighty angel with a little book, 
which, according to direction, he 
took and ate, remarking, that in 
his mouth it was {weet as honey, 
but in his belly it was bitter— 
fignifying, that however pleafant 
and agreeable thefe revelations of 
future cvents relating to the 
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church were, in their completion 
they would be painfui and diftref- 
fing. We come now to the pro. 
ated fubje€&t, an explanation of 
the eleventh chapter. As this is 
an obfcure part of holy fcripture, 
the prefent expofitor is fenfible, 
that for him, an unufual degree 
of diffidence is peculiarly proper ; 
without deciding therefore upon 
any fubje&, he will only fubmit 
his general view of it to the confi- 
deration of the candid and judici. 
ous.—This chapter is underftood 
by all expofitors to confift of the 
contents of the book, which bifhop 
Newton concludes with the 13th 
verfe ; the reft of the chapter be- 
ing a continuation of the vifions 
contained in chapter ninth. Con- 
cerning this little book, admit the 
two following general conjeCtures. 

1. May it not be confidered as 
a prophetic reprefentation of e- 
vents, collateral with the preced- 
ing vifions and predi€tions ? From 
the commencement of the pro- 
phetic vifions, or the opening of 
the feals, Chap. 6. to the conclu- 
fion of the ninth chapter, we have 
a progreflive feries of vifions, de- 
noting future events. If, accord- 
ing to commentators, the opening 
of the feals, and the founding of 
the four firft trumpets related to 
the empire, we fhall find thefe 
prophecies fulfilled within the firtt 
fix hundred years of the Chriltian 
era. If we apply the fifth or 
firft woe trumpet, to the Mahom- 
etan, and the fecond woe trumpet 
to the Turk, it will bring down 
the feries of events to the feven- 
teenth century. And the fifth 
and fixth trumpets will include the 
extended period of more than one 
thoufand years. It is now to be 
obferved, that thefe diftrefling 
{cenes were chiefly opened on the 
eaftern empire ; and the fuperftt- 
tion and voluptuoufnels of the 
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Greek church particularly were 
ciaftifed by the wars, cruelties 
and mercilefs exactions, of the 
Saracens ; and fimilar diftreffes 
with the extin¢tion of the empire 
by the Turks, were confined to 
it almoft entirely. In thefe vifi- 
ons no proper notice is taken, on- 
ly a general hint given of the de- 
fe€tion of the wie church, by 
“ The reff of the men repented 
not.” There are no diftiné re- 
prefentations of the blafphemy, 
arrogance, cruelties and perfecu- 
tions of the man of fin. Neither 
are there any reprefentations of 
the faith, fufferings and patience 
of thofe who kept the command- 
ments of God, or the true church, 
for the extended period of one 
thoufand years. Why might not 
the fpirit of infpiration, on the 
one hand, to preferve the chain 
of events, continue the vifions ? 
And on the other, to expofe fuch 
interefting fubje€ts, give the apof- 
tle the little book, as a fummary 
of them, and which, if I under- 
ftand its contents, related wholly 
to them, as a collateral prophecy? 
So, as the church was divided in- 
to the Geeek or eaftern, and the 
Latin or weftern church, and 
God’s providence extended to 
each ; asin the two trumpets we 
have the rife and propagation of 
the fatal delufion of Mahomet, 
and the calamities with which 
God punifhed the fuperftition, 
formality and vices of the eaftern 
church, by the Saracens and 
Turks, fo in the little book, we 
have the blafphemy and perfecu- 
tions of antichrift and the fuffer- 
ings of God’s faithful fervants in 
the ‘weftern church. Is it not a 
confirmation of this conjecture, 
that there is fuch a parallel in their 
dates, the fpread of Mahometifm, 
and the confirmed afcendency of 
the bifhop of Rome commencing 
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about the fame time, and that each 
will probably terminate about the 
fame period? According to this 
hypothefis, we have the Revela- 
tion divided into two parts, from 
the fourth to the feventh trumpet. 
One part confifting of the fifth and 
fixth trumpets, containing the vi- 
fions or prophecy of the Saracens 
and Turks. The other confifting 
of the little book, containing a 
prophecy of antichriftian idolatry, 
and the fufferings of God’s peo- 
ple from it ; after which the fyf- 
tem of vifions is renewed by the 
feventh trumpet, and continued to 
the end. 

2. May not this little book be 
confidered as an introduétion to 
the feventh trumpet, and a fum- 
mary of the fubfequent vifions re- 
lating to antichrift? If the judg- 
ments which conftitute the third 
woe, be not infli€ted upon anti- 
chrift, we know not where to find 
them. If they were to be infli&t- 
ed upon him, without any previous 
information of him, the feene 
would have commenced very ab- 
ruptly, and be involved in great 
obfcurity. To fupercede thefe 


| effets, we have the vifion, mak- 


ing a concife difplay of him, and 
his enormous wickednefs, as the 
procuring caufe of thefe terrible 
calamities, by which the whole 
procefs of divine providence is 
made plain, and the infliction of 
thefe judgments naturally intro- 
duced. May we not alfo confider 
it as afummary of the fubfequent 
vifions which relate to this fub- 
jet? Willit not probably appear, 
upon examination, that the fol- 
lowing vifions contained in the 
Revelation, relating to antichriit 
and the witneffes, are bnt fo ma- 
ny expofitory Ieures making a 
full difplay of them, of which this 
vifion in the cleventh chapter fur- 
nifhed the feveral texts? If thie 
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be juft, is there not a great fimila- 
rity between the prophecy of Da- 
niel, and the vifions of the apoftle 
John?  Firft, Nebuchadnezzar, 
Chap. 2. faw a great image in his 
dream, compofed of four differ- 
ent materials, which were inter- 
preted to fignify four great em- 
pires which fhould rife, be broken 
in pieces and fucceeded by the 
kingdom of Chrift. Then Dan- 
jel Chap. 7. had a vifion of four 
beafls, which were interpreted to 
fignify the fame four empires, but 
many fubjeéts were difclofed in 
this vifion, relating efpecially to 
the fourth, which were inveloped 
in the image. So he had another 
vifion Chap. 8. of a ram and an 
he goat which reprefented the fe- 
cond and third of thofe empires, 
and another vifion Chap. 1o. dif- 













































to them, efpecially to the third, 


ceding vifion, and by which the 


fified feenes of the church to the 


to the aftonifhed and fainting pro- 
phet ; but all the vifions or pre- 
dictions, contained ia the book, 
were fummarily comprifed in the 
dream of Nebuchadnezzar and in 
the vifion of the four beafts. So 


in the Revelation, are fuppofed to 


fubje&s exhibited in this eleventh 
chapter. 

Hoping thefe obfervations in- 
treduce the propofed fubjed, I 
*hall in my next number attempt to 
give a true explanation of the 
chaptcr : and as it is apprehend- 
ed that general remarks will be 
ipaft exceptionableand moft to edi- 
ication, fuch only will be made. 

PEREGRINUS. 
(To be continued. ) 
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To THE Epitors oF THe Cone 
NECTICUT EVANGELICaL Ma- 
GAZINE. 


GENTLEMEN, 
HAVE been led to view the 


narratives of religious revivals, 
with which you have favored the 
public, in your Magazine, as 
ftanding among the more import- 
ant things which compofe that 
valuable work. By thefe, Zion 
has been comforted, and the ene- 
my confounded. Religion comes 
more forcibly recommended to the 
mind from example, than precept. 
There is a certain life in the for- 
mer, that is not in the latter. 
This no doubt is the reafon why 
the book of God is fo interfperfed 


with accounts of this nature. In 





clofing many particulars relating | 
which were unnoticed in the pre- | 


great revolutions to be effeAted in | 
divine providence, with the diver- | 


end of the world, were exhibited | 


the fubfegquent vifions, contained | 


be only varied views of the feveral | 


| characters, we are taught the na- 
| ture of virtue and vice from exer- 
| cife and aétion ; the mind in this 
| cafe, 1s not perplexed with a chain 
| of theoretic reafoning, but called 
to look on faéts. For thefe rea- 
fons, I am a friend to all fuch 
ublications, whether in a great- 
er or lefs degree extraordinary. 
Compared with other accounts, 
which you have received, I have 
little to fay, yet on the {core of 
fovereign grace, and the almighty 
| power of the divine fpirit, in fub- 
| duing the finner, I have much to 
'fay. Ican bear the fame tefti- 
| mony with thofe that have labor- 
led ina larger field, that, with the 
| Lord there is mercy, and with him 
is plenteous redemption. 
In the year 1781, it pleafed 
xod to revive his work among 
us; a fpecial attention and un- 
common ferioufnefs, feemed to 
prevail in all parts of the fociety ; 
and the happy effeéis for many 
years were fenfibly felt. At that 
feafon, there were upwards of 
thirty added to the church. Af- 
ter that, there was nothing f] pecial 
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took place, except in individual 
cafes, for twenty years. During 
which period, the fpirit of vital 
religion was reduced to a very 
languid ftate. This will ever be 
the cafe without frefh anointings 
from the fpirit. 

Toward the latter end of March 
in the year 1801, two or three pi- 
ous people agreed to meet and 
pray for a revival of religion a- 
mong us. This was foon difcoy- 
ered, and others joined.—The 
numbers increafed weekly, and in 
the May and June following, our 
meetings became crowded, and 
the fpirit of God in the convic- 
tion of a number, was evidently 
feen among us. 
was appointed, in which I was 
favored with the kind affiftance of 
my brethren in the miniftry. Our 
conferences were attended three 
or fous times in the week; but 
the moft crowded, and that which 


the fpirit, was on Thurfday in 
the afternoon. During this pe- 
riod, religion appeared not to be 
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be feen; they were wholly un. 
moved, unlefs with a fpirit of op- 
pofition. “ The wind bloweth 
where it lifteth, and thou heareft 
the found thereof, but canft not 
tell whence it cometh, and whith- 
er it goeth : fo is every one that 
is born of the fpirit.””, God works 
like himfelf ; whatever courfe he 
takes in his providence, or where. 
ever he rides in the gofpel chariot, 
the moft vifible effects of fove- 
reignty mark his way ; confirm- 
ing his own declaration—“ And 
ye fhall know that I am the 
Lord.” 

It may be noticed, that between 
thefe revivals, there had arifen a 
new generation, and among thefe 
was the principal fuccefs of the 
work. Thofe who had come to 
years of underitanding before, and 
refufed the offers of mercy, were 


| generally unmoved. And fhould 


| God im fome after period again 
difcovered moft of the power of | 


a fecondary objet, but the one | 


thing needful. Sabbaths feemed 
too far diftant, and the appointed 
feafons of conference were waited 


work however, was far from be- 
ing general among the people. 
There were fome from almoft eve- 
ry part of the fociety ; and fome 
families fo peculiarly diftinguifhed, 


revive his work among us, it may 
be likely fo with thofe that are 
nowleft. The idea comes folemnly 
addreffed to all, among whom the 
{fpirit of God is moving, left pre- 


fuming on a more convenient fea- 


fon, like Felix, they negleét the 
accepted time, and no place in af- 


for with anticipated delight. The | 


| 


| 


ter life be found for repentance. 
« Ephraim is joined to idols, let 
him alone.”’ 

The work, in its early ftage, 
took deep hold of profeffors, 
They feemed to awake as from 


that it might almoft be faid of | fleep, and the profperity of Zion 
them, as of the favored houfe at | was the obje& of their united 


which our Lord, when in the flefh, 
fo often called, that they were all 
friends to Jefus. To the ferious, 
contemplative mind, there was a 
ftriking difplay of the fovereign, 
difcriminating grace of God. 
While one family was wholly oc- 
cupied with the concerns of the 
foul, perhaps a few rods at the 
next door, nothing of it was to 





prayers. Love to one another, 
and zeal for the caufe animated 
them, with but a few exceptions. 
The ftill {mall voice, has charac- 
terized the work from the begin- 
ning, without any thing of an 
oppofite nature. 

Among the new converts, an 
uncommon degree of caution ap- 
peared to lead the way to their 
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profeffion. They feemed to come 
trembling, left they might difho- 
nor that holy religion, which they 
had been led to view, above every 
thing elfe, precious. Our num- 
ber of admiffions to the commun- 
jon of the church has been thirty 
five, and from a judgment of cha- 
rity, it is expected that there may 
be ftill an addition. 

It has been viewed by the 
friends of Zion as matter of 
thankfulnefs, that nothing excep- 
tionable has been found in the 
lives of our new converts. Their 
walk has difcovered that meek, 
humble fpirit peculiar to the gof- 
pel. However, we have had op- 
pofition from the beginning ; it 
has affumed different fhapes and 
arifen from different and unex- 
peed quarters. The refelt of 
which has been, that the line is 
more vifibly drawn, and Chrift’s 
little flock, to the eye of common 
obfervation, more clearly diftin- 
guifhed. 

There were feveral inftances a- 
mong the fubjeéts of the work, 
fomewhat peculiar; but as [ have 
already exceeded my defigned li- 
mits, FE fhall mention but one. 
‘Chis was in a man of about mid- 
dle life, with a {mall family. In 
the view of human reafon, he 
was perhaps as unpromifing a fub- 
je as any among us. But, in 
the early period of the work, his 
attention was arrefted—his con- 
vitions were deep, and they con- 
tinued long, till his friends began 
tobe anxious what might be the 
event. I had feveral times, after 
worfhip, as we traveled a {mall 
diftance the fame way, defignedly 
fell in his company. This I did 
the Sabbath before he met with 
comfort. As foon as we came 
together, I afked him what were 
the exercifes of his mind? He re- 
plied, that every time he came to 





the houfe of God, he came hop. 
ing that he fhould return with a 
better heart ; but he grew worfe 
and worfe, till he was led to ima. 
gine that there was no mercy for 
him. It feems, fays he, when I 
have taken one ftep, as if the next 
would plunge me into irretrievable 
deftruétion. I was moved at the 
converfation, at the fame time 
told him I entertained a hope that 
his prefent diftrefs might be foon 
removed. He replied with a de- 
gree of furprife in his counte- 
nance, can you think that there 
is any mercy for fuch a wretch as 
Iam? [told him, was he a ten 
thoufandtimes greater wretch than 
he was, there was mercy enough 
in the gofpel. On this we part- 
ed.—A few days after, his views 
and exercifes were wholly differ. 
ent, and his joy was as extreme as 
his forrow. Nor was it tempo- 
rary, as is fametimes the cafe; 
but his tongue has ever fince been 
loofed in praife of that merciful 
hand, that raifed him from the 
horrible pit ; confidering his cafe 
a remarkable inftance of fovereign 
grace. 

There is nothing that will more 
readily take hold of the chriftian’s 
feelings, than to fee a fellow fin- 
ner trembling under the deep con- 
viétions of the law. With regard 
to the event, the uncertainty 1s fo 
great, and the importance fo vatt, 
that the paffions of hope and fear 
are wrought up to the higheft 
key. And when the iffue is hap- 
py, and the finner hopefully bro’t 
into God’s fpiritual family, there 
is nothing that will excite in the 
chriftian more unfeigned praife. 
He will feel difpofed in this cafe, 
if ever, to ftrike that high note 
of the Pfalmift, and call even 
upon inanimate nature to join the 
fong,—* Praife ye the Lord. 
Praife ye the Lord frem the hea- 
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vens ; praife him in the heights. . 
Praife ye him all his angels; praife 
ye him all his hofts. Praife ye him 
fun and moon ; praife him, all ye 
ftars of light. Praife him, ye 
heavens of heavens, and ye waters 
that are above the heavens. Let 
every thing that hath breath 
praife the Lord.” 

I am, gentlemen, your brother 
in the common caufe, 

Tuomas Brocxrway. 

Lebanon (fecond fociety), 

January 6, 1803. 





Mess’rs Epirors, 


Among the numerous and vari- 
ous claffes of the readers of your 
ufeful Magazine, and who from 
month to month wait impatiently 
for its fucceflive numbers, are the 
fickly and infirm. The writer is 
acquainted with a number of per- 
fons of this defcription, who are 
unable to reador attendtolong dif- 
courfes or effays, but in the courfe 
of the month read again and again, 
the fhort effays, expofitions, nar- 
ratives, biographical fketches, and 
other interefting pieces contained 
in the numbers of the Magazine. 
By thefe they are not only in- 
ftruéted and edified, but greatly 
animated and cheered in their fpi- 
rits—and find a fubftitute, better 
than they can elfewhere find, ex- 
cept in the infpired writings, for 
the bleffings and advantages of the 
focial, public worfhip of God in 
his houfe, of which they are de- 
prived. This is doubtlefs, a clafs 
of readers which claims the occa- 
fional attention of thofe who 
write, or extra€t, for the Maga- 
zine. With a view toadd to the 
number and variety of fhort pieces, 
adapted to the circumitances of 
fuch, and not unworthy the atten- 
tion of others, I fend herewith a 
few lines, written by an acquaint- 
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ance and friend—a Lady, whe 
had been often in the fchool of 
affliction, and was, at the time of 
writing them, laboring under great 
bodily infirmities. ‘The defign of 
them appears to have been to ani- 
mate and comfort her own mind, 
under the preffure of affliGtions, 
by turning her tho’ts on God and 
the things of his kingdom: Par- 
ticularly his holy, wife, and eter- 
nal counfels—his univerfal and 
particular Providence—and the in- 
finite glory which will redound to 
God, and the inconceivable hap- 
pinefs which will be enjoyed in 
his kingdom in the iffue of the 
glorious work of redemption. A 
confideration of thefe things, as 
they are exhibited in the word of 
God, may well afford confolation 
to the minds of his children, whe- 
ther burdened with perfonal trou- 
bles and forrows, or pained with 
a view of the fufferings of others, 
and the iniquities and various evils 
which fill the world. It tends to 
imprefs the mind with a fenfe of 
the vanity of fublunary things— 
the nothingnefs of creatures in 
comparifon with God and the in- 
terefts of his kingdom, and the 
propriety of adding, when pray- 
ing for deliverance from any par 
ticular evil, or the beftowment of 
any fuppofed particular good, 
“© Not my will, but thine be 
done.”? Yours, &c. 
P. H. 
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BELIEVE that the all wife 

Difpofer of events had a con- 
fiftent plan of operation before 
creation began; fo that he knows 
no more of me or my circumitan- 
ces now, and will not, thoufands 
of years hence, than he knew be- 
fore the commencement of time. 
This great plan includes the cree 
ation of angels and men—the fall 
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of a part of the angelic hoft—the 
apoftacy of man—the great work 
of redemption—and every volition 
and adlion confequent on thofe 
great events. It includes every 
event, great or {mall, that ever has 
or ever will take place in the fyf- 
tem. It is certain alfo, that in- 
finite wifdom and infinite goodnefs 
have chofen the def? poffible plan. 
As the human body is compofed 
of veins, arteries, nerves and fibres, 
fo this great plan is compofed of 
an infinite variety of events, which 
T have no doubt will eventually all 
harmonize (however blind mor- 
tals may judge of appearances to 
the contrary), and become fuch a 
great whole as fhall redound to 
the higheft poffible glory to the 
three perfons in the facred Trini- 
ty, aid the moft confummate, in- 
conceivable happinefs to every in- 
dividual of the redeemed, and of 
all holy beings. With refpe& to 
myfelf, I am but a {mall fpeck of 
exiltence when compared to the 
greatwhole; yet my exiftence, with 
every circumilance of it, is impor- 
tant as a part of the great plan ; 
and it was that God might be 
glorified in the falvation, or final, 
jyatt condemnation of fuch little, 
vile and otherwife infignificant 
creatures, that the great Redeem- 
er took on him our nature and 
made complete atonement for fin. 
Now when I defire any good for 
inyfelf, as eafe from pain—refto- 
ration to health and ufefulnefs— 
the life, health and happinefs of 
thofe who are dear to me, or my 
own eternal falvation—when I de- 
fire to become a member of the 
glorious and holy family of God 
in heaven, and enjoy the light, 
the bright vifion of Deity ia the 
face of the glorified Saviour, and 
go no more out of his prefence, 
but join and continue with all my 
gear friends in praifing him who 
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loved us and wafhed us from our 
fins in his own blood, and know 
that we fhall be fafe from all dan. 
ger of offending him, forever— 
(O how inexpreffibly defirable ! 
When I defire, any or all thet 
things, I may’know and be affur. 
ed that they will be beftowed by 
infinite wifdom and goodnefs, if it 
is confiftent with this bef poffible 
plan. But if it is not, and there 
could be fuch a thing as my be. 
ing admitted among the bleffed, 
or enjoying any defirable earthly 
good, inconfiftent with the belt 
good of the whole, it would argue 
imperfection in God to grant it~ 
It would be a blot in the divine 
charaéter—introduce difcord into 
the fyitem, and delitroy that per- 
feé&t harmony which conftitutes 
happinefs.—It becomes me to re- 
joice that the Lord reigns and is 
infinitely wife, juft and good, and 
to fubmit cheerfully to all his dif- 
penfations, as being a part of that 
great divine plan which will re- 
dound to the divine glory and the 
greateft poffible good. I ama 
fhort fighted creature, a finful 
worm of the duft. I know not 
what is beft for myfelf, or for the 
glory of God. But J know all 
things will work togezherfor good 
to them that love God, and place 
their happinefs in his glory. I 
defire therefore to learn this blefs- 
ed leffon from the Son of God, 
not to defire any thing from the 
hand of God which is not con- 
fiftent with his own glory and his 
wife, eternal plan. And when I 
pray that the cup of affliction may 
pafs from me, I defire to fay, not 
my will but thine be done. 
January, 1803. 





4 Funeral Meditation. 


E are often called to hov- 


fes of affliGtion—to the 
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bedfide of the fick and dying, and 
to attend the funeral folemnities 
of the deceafed. Decency, friend- 
fhip and relation colleét many on 
fuch occafions, who have little 
defire to attend on ferious things, 
and are very uncomfortable when 
they are urged upon them. They 
hate thofe fights of diftrefs, whieh 
excite reflection. The houfes of 
ficknefs and mourning are no pla- 
ces for them, for they bring eter- 
nity and its great folemnities in- 
to view, which are but unwelcome 
and uncomfortable tho’ts. Scenes 
of bufinefs, mirth and fettivity, 
are more defirable ; thefe fuit 
their hearts, ftifle refle€tions, and 
keep off thought. Their vifits to 
places which bring futurity into 
view, are as feldom and fhort as 
decency will permit. Such views 
produce a chilling horror; they 
fhrink back from the ideas. No 
cheering comforts, no {weet con- 
folations refrefh their {pirits, drawn 
from the ennobling contemplations 
of eternity, and the interefting 
fcenes which enrapture the mind 
earneftly fixed on the invitible 
world. 

Others equally hate the diffi- 
pation of thought, produced by 
feftivity and mirth. Serious fcenes 
are more welcome, infpire richer 
entertainment, and fix the mind 
upon fubjects which never cloy. 
«¢ The heart of the wife is in the 
houfe of mourning : but the heart 
of the fool is in the houfe of 
mirth.” In fuch an houfe, things 
beyond this life rufh upon almoft 
every mind, whether they give 
comfort, or painful reflections. — 
The reafon why the godly take 
real fatisfaction, in being prefent 
on mournful o¢cafions, is not, as 
the fons of vanity would fuggett, 
becaufe their hearts are hard and 
unfeeling, and can on that account 
more eaiily endure fights of an- 
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guifh and diftrefs. It is common 
for the gay to pay themfelves a 
compliment, they by no means 
deferve, that ‘ their nerves were 
never fufficiently hardened to en: 
dure fuch moving fcenes, that 
they excite an exquifite fenfibility 
in them, too painful to be borne.’ 
But though they would by this 
calt an obligue reflection on fuch 
as take pleafure in bearing a part 
with the afflicted, it is but pre- 
tence. Far other reafons than 
tendernefs and humanity drive 
them from fights of wretchednefs, 
to houfes of mirth and laughter ; 
nor 1s it becaufe the pious are un- 
feeling, that they love to weep 
with fuch as weep, and attend 
them in their deepett forrows, and 
contemplate with them, the things 
which fuch mournful occafidfis 
fuggeit to the mind. 

Che heart of the wife is in the 
houfe of mourning, becaufe the 
objets which prefent themfelves, 
on fuch occafions, are calculated 
to infpire the moit ufeful reflec- 
tions. Death is the end of every 
thing on earth. The dead have 
departed to another world. The 
fight of their remains imprefles on 
the mind the vanity of the objects 
of general purfuit. We follow 
them in our imaginations into the 
invifible ftate: ‘Ihe importance of 
that world rifes upon our minds : 
We are interefted in it, as it re- 
Jpetts our deceafed friend. We 
contemplate his fituation: We en- 
quire with ourfelves, where is he ? 
What is his prefent ftate ? Is he 
happy or miferable ? Will his 
happinefs or mifery be eternal ? 
Is he beyond hope, or above fear ? 
What fociety is he now in ? What 
are his prefent employments? How 
does he view his patt life, and the 
things of this bufy world ? Our 
minds are carried to the word of 
God—the only book which furs 
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nifhes us with inftructions on this 
fubjeét. We have new ideas of 
its importance, and attend to it 
with greater earnettnefs. Weare 
imperceptibly led to become in- 


felves. 
view ourfelves no more than pil- 
grims and ftrangers here ; we are 
impreffed with the idea of our own 
departure ; it is brought near. 
We again turn with anxious de- 
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ing as they ought, and as the oc 
cafion almoft irrefiftibly compels 
them to think. But if we wil] 
allow ourfelves to follow the train 


| of thought, which is natural on 
terefted in things invifible for our- | 
The world finks ; we | 
the dead fmall and great, with 
| its confequences will turn upon 
| our minds. 


fuch an occafion, we fhall proceed 
further. The refurre&tion of 


We fhall contem. 
plate ourfelves, ftanding in this 
immenfe congregation—fhall an. 


fires for information to the only | ticipate the univerfal folemnity 


inftru€tor to be had. We enquire, 
where fhall we ourfelves foon be ? 
What is there for us beyond this 
world ? We take a ferious view 
of the light cait upon this fubject, 
by the fcriptures. ‘The magnitude 
of the rewards and punifhments it 


-_——— 


| according to their works. 


| which will be impreffed on every 
| foul—fhall contemplate all, ftand. 


| ing before God, the books open- 
‘ed, and the dead judged out of 


| the things written in the books, 
Our 


| conduét in this world will then 


reveals awes our fpirits. We earn- | appear, O how interefting ! How 
eftly examine the grounds of | folemn it is to be now preparing 


juftification, and condemnation ; 


we examine ourfelves ; we either | 


are fatisfied or tremble. We feel 
the importance of a full prepara- 
tion, and the folly of delay. We 


are conf{trained to the refolution, 


ately. Its importance ftill rifes 
upon us ; the vanities of the world 
lofe their influence; the mind is 
fwallowed up in the idea of mak- 
ig preparation for the world, 
where we are to have our everlatt- 
ing home.—The houfe of mourn- 
ing is certainly favorable for thefe 
reflections. But alas, with many, 
while at the place of mourning, 
the heart is either pining for the 
houfe of mirth, or fupporting it- 
felf agau.ft fuch natural reflections, 
by employing tts thoughts on the 
countenace of the deceafed, the 
conduct and appearance of the 
mourners, the parade of the fune- 
ral, or other things equally trif- 
jing ; and theirthoughts are con- 
{trained to wander upon any thing 
which may come next, to give 
them reliet from the pain of think- 


| the materials for our endlefs detti- 
ny ! The judgment which will 


| then be paffed, will naturally em- 


| ploy our thoughts, as we fit medi- 
| tating in the houfe of mourning. 


| We are ftruck with the idea of the 


that we will attend to it immedi | 


unchangeable and irreverfible deci- 
fion, which will then be given. 
Again we look into ourfelves— 
confider our hearts and lives, and 
enquire, for what fertence have 
we been preparing ourfelves ? 
What portion are we to expect ? 
Our hopes and fears prefs into 
view. We look forward into a 
profound eternity—no end, no 
fhore, no period is to be even con- 
templated. Solemnity pofleffes 
our whole fouls : We are intereft- 
ed. We enquire into the charac- 
ter of God our judge. We look 
about us for dependence : Inour- 
{elves we find none. Chrift and 
his falvation are the only things 
which afford any profpeét of deliv- 
erance and bleffednefs. We con- 
template the terms of acceptance 
with him—we realize that we muft 





have him for our Saviour, or we 
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are undone—undone indeed. Our 
fins crowd into view—our folly 
and prefumption, and we fee that 
an intereft in Chrift mu/f be fecu- 
red, and that till then, we rifk 
dangers abfolutely infinite—Men 
of common prudence muft, at an 
houfe of mourning, have thefe, or 
fimilar reflections, if they allow 
themfelves to think. Thefe are 
welcome to the real Chriftian— 
the truly wife man, and therefore 
his heart is in the houfe of mourn- 
ing. But thefe are not his only 
thoughts. 

In the houfe of mourning, the 
wife man is in an advantageous fi- 
tuation to meditate on the triumph 
of Chrift, at the confummation of 
all things, over all his enemies,— 
on his joy at feeing the abundant 
fruits of the travail of his foul, 
now prepared to enter into his 
prefence, and dwell with him for- 
ever. He contemplates the glory 
ef the church, now redeemed 
from all fin, rifing from the grave, 
victorious over all its enemies, 
meeting its divine Redeemer, by 
whom it was ranfomed from fin 
and hell, entering into the joys of 
its Lord, filled- with adoration 
and hymns of everlafling praife, 
and attended by all the angels to 
the mantions which Chrift has now 
gone to prepare for his friends. 
Wrapt in thefe contemplations, 
the glory of God appears, our 
fouls are overborne with a fenfe of 
his love, and of the compaffion of 
Chrift to fuch finful, unworthy 
creatures as ourfelves. The ha- 
bits of grace are ftrengthened by 
thefe meditations, fo natural to the 
houfe of mourning. The ftrength 
of corruptions is weakened, and 
temptations are driven away. If 
we are the wife, we rejoice in 
God, we enter with alacrity on 
duty, we are prepared to make 
any facrifices—-to take up the 
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crofs, and follow the Lamb whi- 
therfoever he goeth, and are in- 
fpired with precious foretaftes of 
the world to come : We learn to 
truft in God. The pious mourn- 
er obtains {weet refignation, com- 
fort, and even the fpirit of praife, 
and pants for the bleflings of the 
invifible world ; and in the mean 
time, leans on God, whofe full- 
nefs and excellency are fo impref- 
fively brought into view. O how 
full, how furprifing, how precious 
the confolation ! Death is con- 
templated as the gate of heaven, 
and attending a funeral becomesa 
means of {piritual refrefhment. 

How naturally do thefe reflec. 
tions enkindle in the hearts of the 
truly wife, a more earneft benevo- 
lence for men, anda difpofition to 
labor and pray, that they may be 
all brought into the kingdom of 
Chrift ? 

But perhaps I have followed 
this train of meditations fufficient- 
ly. Iam fure I have followed it, 
till every reader, who delights in 
fpiritual things, is ready to fay, 
“ It is better to go to the houfe of 
mourning, than to the houfe of 
feafting.”” The entertainments 
are incomparably more ufeful and 
fatisfying. And is there one; 
who is not convinced that it will 
be his own fault, if the next houfe 
of mourning he enters, is not pio- 
fitable to him, beyond the ordina- 
ry occurrences of life ? 

But we muft leave thefe com- 
forting reflections, and attend to 
one, which is truly melancholy— 
to the character of thofe, whofe 
hearts are in the houfe of mirth. 
God calls them fools ; and a few 
obfervations will fuffice to fhow 
that he has given them their true 
charaéter. Feafting and mirth 
are the well known expedients of 
men, who cannot endure teflec- 
tions, and the profpects of futuri- 
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nifhes us with inftrudtions on this , ing as they ought, and as the oc 
fubjeét. We have new ideas of | cafion almoft irrefiftibly compels 
its importance, and attend to it} them to think. But if we wil] 
with greater earnettnefs. Weare | allow ourfelves to follow the train 
imperceptibly led to become in- | of thought, which is natural on 
terefted in things invifible for our- | fuch an occafion, we fhall proceed 
felves. The world finks ; we § further. The refurre&tion of 
view ourfelves no more than pil- | the dead {mall and great, with 
grims and ftrangers here ; we are | its confequences will turn upon 
impreffed with the idea of ourown | our minds. We fhall contem. 
departure ; it is brought near. | plate ourfelves, ftanding in this 
We again turn with anxious de- | immenfe congregation—fhall an. 
fires for information to the only | ticipate the univerfal folemnity 
inftruG@tor to be had. We enquire, | which will be impreffed on eve 

where fhall we ourfelves foon be ? | foul—hall contemplate all, ftand. 
What is there for us beyond this | ing before God, the books opens 
world ? We take a ferious view | ed, and the dead judged out of 
of the light cait upon this fubjet, | the things written in the books, 
by the fcriptures. The magnitude | according to their works. Our 
of the rewards and punifhments it | conduét in this world will then 
reveals awes our f{pirits. We earn- | appear, O how interefting ! How 
eftly examine the grounds of | folemn it is to be now preparing 
juftification, and condemnation ; | the materials for our endlefs defti- 
we examine ourfelves ; we either | ny ! The judgment which will 
are fatisfied or tremble. We feel | then be paffed, will naturally em- 
the importance of a full prepara- | ploy our thoughts, as we fit medi- 
tion, and the folly of delay. We | tating in the houfe of mourning. 
are con{trained to the refolution, | We are ftruck with the idea of the 
that we will attend to it immedi- | unchangeable and irreverfible deci 
ately. Its importance ftill rifes | fion, which will then be given. 
upon us ; the vanities of the world | Again we look into ourfelves— 
lofe their influence; the mind is | confider our hearts and lives, and 
{wallowed up in the idea of mak- | enquire, for what fertence have 
mg preparation for the world, | we been preparing ourfelves ? 
where we are to have our everlaft- | What portion are we to expect ? 
ing home.—The houfe of mourn- | Our hopes and fears prefs into 
ing is certainly favorable for thefe | view. We look forward into a 
reflections. But alas, with many, | profound eternity—no end, no 
while at the place of mourning, | fhore, no period is to be even con- 
the heart is either pining for the | templated. | Solemnity poffefles 
houfe of mirth, or fupporting it- | our whole fouls: We are intereft- 
felf agau.ft fuch natural reflections, | ed. We enquire into the charac- 
by employing its thoughts on the | ter of God our judge. We look 
countenaice of the deceafed, the | about us for dependence : Inour- 
conduct and appearance of the | felves we find none. Chrift and 
mourners, the parade of the fune- | his falvation are the only things 
ral, or other things equally trif- | which afford any profpeét of deliv- 
Jing ; and theirthouchts are con- | erance and bleffednefs. We con- 
itrained to wander upon any thing | template the terms of acceptance 
which may come next, to give | with him—we realize that we muft 
them reliet from the pain of think- " have him for our Saviour, or we 














1803.] 


are undone—undone indeed. Our 
fins crowd into view—our folly 
and prefumption, and we fee that 
an intereft in Chrift mu/f be fecu- 
red, and that till then, we rifk 
dangers abfolutely infinite —Men 
of common prudence mutt, at an 
houfe of mourning, have thefe, or 
fimilar reflections, if they allow 
themfelves to think. Thefe are 
welcome to the real Chriftian— 
the truly wife man, and therefore 
his heart is in the houfe of mourn- 
ing. But thefe are not his only 
thoughts. 

In the houfe of mourning, the 
wife man is in an advantageous fi- 
tuation to meditate on the triumph 
of Chrift, at the confummation of 
all things, over all his enemies,— 
on his joy at feeing the abundant 
fruits of the travail of his foul, 
now prepared to enter into his 
prefence, and dwell with him for- 
ever. He contemplates the glory 
ef the church, now redeemed 
from all fin, rifing from the grave, 
victorious over all its enemies, 
meeting its divine Redeemer, by 
whom it was ranfomed from fin 
and hell, entering into the joys of 
its Lord, filled- with adoration 
and hymas of everlafting praife, 
and attended by all the angels to 
the manfions which Chrift has now 
gone to prepare for his friends. 
Wrapt in thefe contemplations, 
the glory of God appears, our | 
fouls are overborne with a fenfe of 
his love, and of the compaffion of 
Chrift to fuch finful, unworthy 
creatures as ourfelves. The ha- 
bits of grace are ftrengthened by 
thefe meditations, fo natural to the 
houfe of mourning. The ftrength 
of corruptions is weakened, and 
temptations are driven away. If 
we are the wife, we rejoice in 
God, we enter with alacrity on 
duty, we are prepared to make 
any facrifices—to take up the 
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crofs, and follow the Lamb whi- 
therfoever he goeth, and are in- 
fpired with precious foretaftes of 
the world to come : We learn to 
truft in God. The pious mourn- 
er obtains {weet refignation, com- 
fort, and even the fpirit of praife, 
and pants for the bleflings of the 
invifible world ; and in the mean 
time, leans on God, whofe full- 
nefs and excellency are fo impref- 
lively brought into view. O how 
full, how furprifing, how precious 
the confolation ! Death is con- 
templated as the gate of heaven, 
and attending a funeral becomes a 
means of fpiritual refrefhment. 

How naturally do thefe reflec. 
tions enkindle in the hearts of the 
truly wife, a more earneft benevo- 
lence for men, anda difpofition to 
labor and pray, that they may be 
all brought into the kingdom of 
Chrift ? 

But perhaps I have followed 
this train of meditations fufficient- 
ly. Iam fure I have followed it, 
till every reader, who delights in 
fpiritual things, is ready to fay, 
“ It is better to go to the houfe of 
mourning, than to the houfe of 
feafting.”” The entertainments 
are incomparably more ufeful and 
fatisfying. And is there one; 
who is not convinced that it will 
be his own fault, if the next houfe 
of mourning he enters, is not pro- 
fitable to him, beyond the ordina- 
ry occurrences of life ? 

But we muft leave thefe com- 
forting reflections, and attend to 
one, which is truly melancholy— 
to the character of thofe, whofe 
hearts are in the houfe of mirth. 
God calls them fools ; and a few 
obfervations will fuffice to fhow 
that he has given them their true 
charaéter. Feafting and mirth 
are the well known expedients of 
men, who cannot endure teflec- 
tions, and the profpects of futuri- 
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of a part of the angelic hoft—the 
apoftacy of man—the great work 
of redemption—and every volition 
and adion confequent on thofe 
great events. It includes every 
event, great or {mall, that ever has 
or ever will take place in the fyf- 
tem. It is certain alfo, that in- 
finite wifdom and infinite goodnefs 
have chofen the bef? poffible plan. 
As the human body is compofed 
of veins, arteries, nerves and fibres, 
fo this great plan is compofed of 
an infinite variety of events, which 
T have no doubt will eventually all 
harmonize (however blind mor- 
tals may judge of appearances to 
the contrary), and become fuch a 
great whole as fhall redound to 
the higheft poffible glory to the 
three perfons in the facred Trini- 
ty, and the moft confummate, in- 
conceivable happinefs to every in- 
dividual of the redeemed, and of 
all holy beings. With refpe& to 
myfelf, I am but a {mall fpeck of 
exiltence when compared to the 
great whole; yetmy exiftence, with 
every circumilance of it, is impor- 
tant as a part of the great plan ; 
and it was that God might be 
glorified in the falvation, or final, 
jatt condemnation of fuch little, 
vile and otherwife infignificant 
creatures, that the great Redeem- 
er took on him our nature and 
made complete atonement for fin. 
Now when I defire any good for 
inyfelf, as eafe from pain—refto- 
ration to health and ufefulnefs— 
the life, health and happinefs of 
thofe who are dear to me, or my 
own eternal falvation—when I de- 
fire to become a member of the 
glorious and holy family of God 
in heaven, and enjoy the light, 
the bright vifion of Deity ia the 
face of the glorified Saviour, and 
go no more out of his prefence, 
but join and continue with all my 
dear friends in praifing him who 
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loved us and wafhed us from our 
fins in his own blood, and know 
that we fhall be fafe from all dan. 
ger of offending him, forever—— 
(O how inexpreffibly defirable ! 
When I defire, any or all vt 
things, I may’know and be affur. 
ed that they will be beftowed by 
infinite wifdom and goodnefs, if it 
is confiftent with this ef? poffible 
plan. But if it is not, and there 
could be fuch a thing as my be- 
ing admitted among the bleffed, 
or enjoying any defirable earthly 
good, inconfiftent with the bef 
good of the whole, it would argue 
imperfeétion in God to grant it~ 
It would be a blot in the divine 
charater—introduce difcord into 
the fyitem, and deitroy that per- 
fe€&t harmony which contftitutes 
happinefs.—It becomes me to re- 
joice that the Lord reigns and is 
infinitely wife, juft and good, and 
to fubmit cheerfully to all his dif- 
penfations, as being a part of that 
great divine plan which will re- 
dound to the divine glory and the 
greateft poffible good. I ama 
fhort fighted creature, a finful 
worm of the duft. I know not 
what is beft for myfelf, or for the 
glory of God. But J know all 
things will work togezherfor good 
to them that love God, and place 
their happinefs in his glory. I 
defire therefore to learn this blefs- 
ed leffon from the Son of God, 
not to defire any thing from the 
hand of God which 1s not con- 
fiftent with his own glory and his 
wife, eternal plan. And when | 
pray that the cup of affliction may 
pafs from me, I defire to fay, not 
my will but thine be done. 
January, 1803. 
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bedfide of the fick and dying, and 
to attend the funeral folemnities 
of the deceafed. Decency, friend- 
fhip and relation colle& many on 
fuch occafions, who have little 
defire to attend on ferious things, 
and are very uncomfortable when 
they are urged upon them. They 
hate thofe fights of diftrefs, whieh 
excite reflection. The houfes of 
ficknefs and mourning are no pla- 
ces for them, for they bring eter- 
nity and its great folemnities in- 
to view, which are but unwelcome 
and uncomfortable tho’ts. Scenes 
of bufinefs, mirth and_ feftivity, 
are more defirable ; thefe fuit 
their hearts, ftifle refleGtions, and 
keep off thought. Their vifits to 
places which bring futurity into 
view, are as feldom and fhort as 
decency will permit. Such views 
produce a chilling horror; they 
fhrink back from the ideas. No 
cheering comforts, no {weet con- 
folations refrefh their {pirits, drawn 
from the ennobling contemplations 
of eternity, and the interefting 
fcenes which enrapture the mind 
earneftly fixed on the invitible 
world. 

Others equally hate the diffi- 
pation of thought, produced by 
feftivity and mirth. Serious fcenes 
are more welcome, infpire richer 
entertainment, and fix the mind 
upon fubjects which never cloy. 
«« The heart of the wife is in the 
houfe of mourning : but the heart 
of the fool is in the houfe of 
mirth.”’ In fuch an houfe, things 
beyond this life rufh upon almoft 
every mind, whether they give 
comfort, or painful reflections. — 
The reafon why the godly take 
real fatisfaétion, in being prefent 
on mournful oecafions, is not, as 
the fons of vanity would fuggett, 
becaufe their hearts are hard and 
unfeeling, and can on that account 
more eaiily endure fights of an- 
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guifh and diftrefs. It is common 
for the gay to pay themfelves a 
compliment, they by no means 
deferve, that ‘* their nerves were 
never fufficiently hardened to en- 
dure fuch moving fcenes, that 
they excite an exquifite fenfibility 
in them, too painful to be borne.” 
But though they would by this 
caft an obligue reflection on fuch 
as take pleafure in bearing a part 
with the afflicted, it is but pre- 
tence. Far other reafons than 
tendernefs and humanity drive 
them from fights of wretchednefs, 
to houfes of mirth and laughter ; 
nor is it becaufe the pious are un- 
fecling, that they love to weep 
with fuch as weep, and attend 
them in their deepett forrows, and 
contemplate with them, the things 
which fuch mournful occafiofis 
fuggeit to the mind. 

Ihe heart of the wife is in the 
houfe of mourning, becaufe the 
obje&s which prefent themfelves, 
on fuch occafions, are calculated 
to infpire the moft ufeful reflec- 
tions. Death is the end of every 
thing on earth. The dead have 
departed to another world. The 
fight of their remains imprefles on 
the mind the vanity of the objects 
of general purfuit. We follow 
them in our imaginations into the 
invifible flate: "I'he importance of 
that world rifes upon our minds : 
We are interefted in it, as it re- 
Jpeats our deceafed friend. We 
contemplate his fituation: We en- 
quire with ourfelves, where is he ? 
What is his prefent ftate ? Is he 
happy or miferable ? Will his 
happinefs or mifery be eternal ? 
Is he beyond hope, or above fear ? 
What fociety is he now in ? What 
are his prefent employments? How 
does he view his paft life, and the 
things of this bufy world ? Our 
minds are carried to the word of 
God—the only book which furs 
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nifhes us with inftruGtions on this , 
fubject. We have new ideas of 
its importance, and attend to it | them to think. But if we wil] 
with greater earneftnefs. Weare | allow ourfelves to follow the train 
imperceptibly led to become in- | of thought, which is natural on 
terefted in things invifible for our- | fuch an occafion, we fhall proceed 
felves. The world finks; we further. The refurreétion of 
view ourfelves no more than pil- | the dead fmall and great, with 
grims and ftrangers here ; we are | its confequences will turn upon 
impreffed with the idea of ourown | our minds. We fhall contem. 
departure ; it is brought near. | plate ourfelves, ftanding in this 
We again turn with anxious de- | immenfe congregation—fhall an. 
fires for information to the only | ticipate the univerfal folemnity 
inftru€tor to be had. We enquire, | which will be impreffed on every 
where fhall we ourfelves foon be ? | foul—fhall contemplate all, ftand- 
What is there for us beyond this | ing before God, the books open- 
world ? We take a ferious view | ed, and the dead judged out of 
of the light cait upon this fubje¢t, | the things written in the books, 
by the fcriptures. The magnitude | according to their works. Our 
of the rewards and punifhments it | conduét in this world will then 
| 
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ing as they ought, and as the oc 
cafion almoft irrefiftibly compels 


reveals awes our {pirits. We earn- | appear, O how interefting ! How 
eftly examine the grounds of | folemn it is to be now preparing 
juftification, and condemnation ; | the materials for our endlefs defti- 
we examine ourfelves ; we either | ny ! The judgment which will 
are fatisfied or tremble. We feel | then be paffed, will naturally em- 
the importance of a full prepara- | ploy our thoughts, as we fit medi- 
tion, and the folly of delay. We | tating in the houfe of mourning. 
are cont{trained to the refolution, | We are ftruck with the idea of the 
that we will attend to it immedi- | unchangeable and irreverfible deci- 
ately. Its importance ftill rifes | fion, which will then be given. 
upon us ; the vanities of the world | Again we look into ourfelves— 
lofe their influence; the mind is | confider our hearts and lives, and 
{wallowed up in the idea of mak- | enquire, for what fentence have 
mg preparation for the world, | we been preparing ourfelves ? 
where we are to have our everlaft- | What portion are we to expect ? 
ing home.—The houfe of mourn- | Our hopes and fears prefs into 
ing is certainly favorable for thefe | view. We look forward into a 
reflections. But alas, with many, | profound eternity—no end, no 
while at the place of mourning, | fhore, no period is to be even con- 
the heart is either pining for the | templated. | Solemnity poffeffes 
houfe of mirth, or fupporting it- } our whole fouls: We are intereft- 
felf agau.ft fuch natural reflections, | ed. We enquire into the charac- 
by employing its thoughts on the | ter of God our judge. We look 
countenaice of the deceafed, the | about ws for dependence : Inour- 
conduct and appearance of the | felves we find none. Chrift and 
mourners, the parade of the fune- | his falvation are the only things 
ral, or other things equally trif- } which afford any profpect of deliv- 
Jing ; and theirthoughts are con- | erance and bleffednefs. We con- 
{trained to wander upon any thing | template the terms of acceptance 
which may come next, to give | with him—we realize that we muft 
them reliet from the pain of think- ° have him for our Saviour, or we 
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are undone—undone indeed. Our 
fins crowd into view—our folly 
and prefumption, and we fee that 
an intereft in Chrift mu/f? be fecu- 
red, and that till then, we rifk 
dangers abfolutely infinite—Men 
of common prudence mutt, at an 
houfe of mourning, have thefe, or 
fimilar refle€tions, if they allow 
themfelves to think. Thefe are 
welcome to the real Chriftian— 
the truly wife man, and therefore 
his heart is in the houfe of mourn- 
ing. But thefe are not his only 
thoughts. 

In the houfe of mourning, the 
wife man is in an advantageous fi- 
tuation to meditate on the triumph 
of Chrift, at the confummation of 
all things, over all his enemices,— 
on his joy at feeing the abundant 
fruits of the travail of his foul, 
now prepared to enter into his 
prefence, and dwell with him for- 
ever. He contemplates the glory 
ef the church, now redeemed 
from all fin, rifing from the grave, 
victorious over all its enemies, 
meeting its divine Redeemer, by 
whom it was ranfomed from fin 
and hell, entering into the joys of 
its Lord, filled- with adoration 
and hymns of everlafting praife, 
and attended by all the angels to 
the manfions which Chrift has now 
gone to prepare for his friends. 
Wrapt in thefe contemplations, 
the glory of God appears, our 
fouls are overborne with a fenfe of 
his love, and of the compaffion of 
Chrift to fuch finful, unworthy 
creatures as ourfelves. The ha- 
bits of grace are ftrengthened by 
thefe meditations, fo natural to the 
houfe of mourning. The ftrength 
of corruptions is weakened, and 
temptations are driven away. If 
we are the wife, we rejoice in 
God, we enter with alacrity on 
duty, we are prepared to make 
any facrifices-to take up the 


4: Funeral Meditation. 
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crofs, and follow the Lamb whi- 
therfoever he goeth, and are in- 
fpired with precious foretaftes of 
the world to come : We learn to 
truft in God. The pious mourn. 
er obtains {weet refignation, com- 
fort, and even the fpirit of praife, 
and pants for the bleflings of the 
invifible world ; and in the mean 
time, leans on God, whofe full- 
nefs and excellency are fo impref- 
fively brought into view. O how 
full, how furprifing, how precious 
the confolation ! Death is con. 
templated as the gate of heaven, 
and attending a funeral becomes a 
means of {piritual refrefhment. 

How naturally do thefe reflec. 
tions enkindle in the hearts of the 
truly wife, a more earneft benevo- 
lence for men, anda difpofition to 
labor and pray, that they may be 
all brought into the kingdom of 
Chrift ? 

But perhaps I have followed 
this train of meditations fufficient- 
ly. Iam fure I have followed it, 
till every reader, who delights in 
fpiritual things, is ready to fay, 
“ It is better to go to the houfe of 
mourning, than to the houfe of 
feafting.”” The entertainments 
are incomparably more ufeful and 
fatisfying. And is there one; 
who is not convinced that it will 
be his own fault, if the next houfe 
of mourning he enters, is not pio- 
fitable to him, beyond the ordina- 
ry occurrences of life ? 

But we muft leave thefe com- 
forting reflections, and attend to 
one, which is truly melancholy— 
to the character of thofe, whofe 
hearts are in the houfe of mirth. 
God calls them fools ; and a few 
obfervations will fuffice to fhow 
that he has given them their true 
charaéter. Feafting and mirth 
are the well known expedients of 
men, who cannot endure teflec- 
tions, and the profpects of futuri- 
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ty, to banifh thought, and rid 
themfelves of thefe profitable, but 
to them uncomfortable medita- 
tations. It would not be wife, 
though it fhould fucceed to huth 
confcience entirely, and keep 
themfelves delirious with mirth, 
till they fhould awake in hell ; 
or even, if their foolifh merriment 
could laft forever ; for it would 
exclude them from the rational 
and fatisfying enjoyments of the 

ious foul. However, their 


Thoughts on 1 Thef. iv. 16. 
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to the houfe of feafting, for that 
is the end of all men, and the liy. 
ing will lay it to heart.” 


BROTOS, 





For THE Connecticut Eyay. 
GELICAL MaGazine. 


Thoughts on 1 Theffalonians, iv. 
16. laft claufe : * And the dead in 
Chrift foall rife firft.” 

HE apoftle having heard of 


the death of fome pious 





mirth while here, will not fave 
them from occafional returns of 
reflection, and painful forebodings 
of the miferies which are coming 
upon them. They will not ftay 
the hand of juftice. Bulinels, 
diverfion and every expedient will 
fail. Death, attended with infi- 
nite horrors to fuch, 1s on its 
way—they muit appear at the re- 
furreétion and ftand before God, 
and receive their doom. Ther 
mirth banifhes ufeful reflections, 
furrounds them with temptations, 
hardens them againft inftruction, 
makes occafional reflections full of 
horror, leads them to hate the 
fanciuary, the bedfides of the fick 
and dying, andthe folemn admo- 
nitions of a funeral. They be- 
come hardened, and their cafe in 
a meafure defperate, becaufe they 
cannot bear to think as they 
ought, and they conclude that 
they muft run the rifk of dying 
as they are. Hence they liten 
to, and frequently imbibe the 
poifon of lax and infidel opinions, 
by trying as much as poffible to 
difbelieve the painful truths. But 
alas, it will not be long, before 
ihe intoxication of vanity will be 
over, and they will be conttrained 
to think, and, dreadful indeed ! 
to think forever. Woe unto you 
that laugh now, for ye fhall mourn 
and weep. It is better to go 


to the houfe of mourning, than 


i members of the church in Thef- 
| falonica, he fends untohisChriftian 
| friends, who were mourners, a 
meflage of condolence, a cordial 
for their bleeding hearts, to mode- 
rate their grief, and to wipe off 
their flowing tears—and informs 
them, that their dear friends (tho’ 
dead, ) were not loft, but fhould, 
with all the pious dead, be looked 
up, and be raifed at the general 
refurrection morning. For as 
Chrift died and rofe again, them 
alfo who fleep in Jefus will God 
bring with him to grace the tn- 
| umphs of his appearance ; for this 
| we fay unto you by the word of 
_ the Lerd, by immediate and ex- 
| prefs revelation from Chrift, that 
| we who are alive and remain, that 
| thiofe Chriftians found alive on the 
earth when Chrift cometh to judg- 
| ment, fhall not prevent them, the 
| pious dead who {fleep in their 
| graves. Prevent, in the original, 
fhall not go before them, to meet 
| the Lord, and be glorified. Thea 
ithe apoftle with an infpired pen 
| draws a folemn picture of Chrill’s 
appearance. He fhall defcend 
from heaven, arrayed in the robes 
of a judge, and majelty of God. 
Then thefe words ; and the dead 
in Chrift fhall rife firft. By the 
dead in Chrift is meant the pious 
dead, thofe who fleep in Jefus. 
Thofe dead fhall rife firft. Unto 
what doth this refer ? Not to the 











1803. | Religious 
refurre&tion of the wicked; for 
there is no mention made in this 
place of their rifing, only of = 
pious dead ; then the word 
muft mean, ‘that the faints thal 
arife from their graves, at the 
jinal coming of Chrift, fir/ in or- 
der, before the faints, who fhall be 
found alive, be changed. Then 
fays the apoftle, we that are alive, 
and remain, being changed, fhall 
be caught up together with them, 
the faints raifed, and all join in 
one happy company to meet the 
Lord in the air, fo fhall we be 
ever with the Lord ; fharers in 
glories, and happinefs everlafting. 
Compare 1 Corinthians, xv. 51. 
52. The apoftle having proved the 
refurreGtion of Chrift, and fhewed 
the neceflary conneétion between 
the refurreCtion of Chrift, and all 
his fpiritual feed, fays, behold I 
fhew you a myftery, a fecret, a 
doétrine hitherto unknown; we 
fhall not fleep, all true Chriftians 
fhall not be turned into the grave, 
but we fhall all be changed 5 both 
the faints who fhall be found a- 
live, at Chrift’s coming, and all 
that arife from the dead, be chang- 
ed into the image of Chrift, in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an 
eye, at the laft trump, (for the 
trumpet fhall found) and the dead 
fhall be raifed incorruptible, and 
we, that is thofe true Chriftians 
who are found alive fhall be chang- 
ed, and fafhioned like the glorious 
body of Chrift, put on incorrup- 
tion, and be prepared for the fer- 
vices and enjoyments of the celef- 
tial world. This confirms the 
preceding expofition, that the 
dead in Chriit fhall rife in order 
firt, or before the change pafs 
upon the living faints. 
If the expotition of the text in 
quettion be juit, then the inference 
from this text that the rightcous 
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fhall rife before the wicked, is 
without foundation. 

Chriftian mourners over their 
pious deceafed friends, may repair 
to thefe words of the Lord, aud 
find ftrong confolation for their 
bleeding hearts, comforts admin- 
iftered to them by the holy ghoft 
the comforter ! 

With what anticipated joys 
may every true believer look for- 
ward to the great refurrection 
morning ; when all that fleep in 
Jefus, fhall {pring from their beds 
of duft, and all the living faints 
be changed, clad with robes of 
——— all redeemed finners 

all meet in all the endearments 
of Chriftian friendfhip and affec- 
tion, and in happy company 
afcend to meet the Lord, to fee 
him whom their fouls love, who 
redeemed them with his own 
blood, and to meet the approbat- 
ing {miles of their judge, and 
Chrift at their head, with rapture 
wiag their way to manfions in 
their heavenly Father’s houfe ; 
and be forever with the Lord ; 
and all the ranfomed of the Leod 
fit down on the banks of unceaf- 
ing, flowing ftreams of heavenly 
blifs, and rehearfe unto liftening 
angels the everlalting ftory of re- 
deeming love !—Amen. 


ALLELUIA. 








——S  — 


Religious Intelligence. 
Extra of a Letter from the Rev. 

Seth Willifton, one of the Con- 

neGicut Miffionaries, dated Wi- 


LINGSBOROUGH, Penn. Fan. 
24th, 1803, fo one of the Edi- 


tors. 


“ Rev. and dear Sir, 


«“ [T HAVE almott finifhed a 


miffion of cleven weeks, in the 

















counties of Luzerne and Wayne. 
The greater part of the time I 
have been permitted only to fow 
the feed, and leave it without 
knowing whether it would come 
up: But the lall part of my mif- 
fion has been more evidently own- 
ed and bliefled of Gop; and to 
his name be the glory. I came 
to a fettlement called the Nine 
Partners, in Nicholfon’s Town- 
fhip, five weeks ago to day, in- 
tending to preach a le¢ture or two, 
and then pafson. But God de- 
termined otherwife. I came here 
“at fupper-time.” The firft text 
which I preached upon, was 1 Pet. 
i. 12, concerning the gofpel’s be- 
ing preached with the Holy Ghott, 
fent down from heaven. This 
feafon feemed to be an illuftration 
of the text. This was Monday 
evening: they urged me to ftay 
thro’ the week. I agreed to flay 
and preach again the next day. 
I now agreed to flay over the 
Sabbath. The Sabbath was a 
remarkably folemn day. I be- 
lieve God was in the midft of the 
ailembly, of a truth. The fer- 
mon in the afternoon was con- 
cerning the folly and wickednefs 
of men’s not improving the little 
tpace of life to repent of their 
fins, make their peace with God 
and prepare forheaven. Sabbath 
evening we had about as full a 
meeting as in the day time, tho’ 
there was no moon to make it 
light. ‘The next day I bade them 
tarewel, and rode this week down 
the Wyalufing Creek. I fpent 
a little more than two weeks u 

and down the Creek. The peo- 
ple at the Nine Partners lay fo 
much on my mind, that I con- 
cluded to return and fee them a- 
gain. I returned to them a week 
ago laft Friday. I found that 
the work of God had fpread du- 
ring my abfence. From that time 
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till to day I have been with them. 
They have not feemed to think it 
a burthen to attend fermons day 
after day, and conferences in the 
evening. Yefterday, there were 
170 people at meeting, which is 
a great number for fuch a fettle- 
ment. Several have obtained a 
hope of their intereft in Chrift, 
Among thefe there is one man 
who was firft a univerfalift, and 
then a deift and an open feoffer 
at religion. God faw fit to make 
ufe of his own wickednefs to awa. 
ken him. The Sabbath before 
[ came there, brother Woodward 
adminiftered the Lord’s fupper to 
the little church, which confifs 
of eight members, and this man 
made game of it, and endeavored 
to turn into ridicule this holy or- 
dinance. But the grace of our 
Lord has been exceeding abun. 
dant towards him. . It appears, 
that for this caufe he has. obtain. 
ed mercy, that in him firft Jefus 
Chrift might fhow forth all long- 
fuffering for a pattern to others. 
The great alteration which has 
taken place in this man, has ap- 
peared to be a great mean in the 
hand of the Spirit to awaken the 
attention of other ftupid finners. 
He now declares, that the con- 
temptuouslanguage which he ufed 
with refpe& to the facrament was 
made ufe of to awaken his fears. 
Thus was Goliah flain by his own 
fword. There is another man, 
who has been an open deift, whofe 
mouth is ftopped. He believes 
that Jefus is the Son of God, and 
hopes he loves him. There is a 
confiderable number in the fettle- 
ment, whofe attention is much 
called up te things of the greateft 
importance, and fome are under 
deep concern and conviction. 
They appear fully convinced they 
have never done any thing but fin 


againft God all their days. Some 
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ef them alfo fee clearly that all 
they are now engaged about is to 
fecure their own happinefs. The 
dotrines of grace are believed, 
and apparently loved by thofe 
who have obtained a hope—they 
are believed and hated by thofe 
under legal conviction. The old 
profeffors appear to have been, in 
fome meafure, waiting for this con- 
folation to Ifrael. ‘They rejoice 
in what they fee—they are afton- 
ifhed at the goodnefs of God. It 
exceeds their hopes. ‘The work 
has been very rapid, and is yet in- 
creafing ; and at the fame time 
very ftill and orderly. There is 
an unbounded defire to hear— 
“ The word of the Lord is pre- 
cious in thefe days.””_ They thank 
God for his marvellous grace ; 
and they exprefs their thankful- 
nefs to the miffionary focieties, 
and all who have been inftrumen- 
tal in fending laborers into their 
harveft. 

“ We afk your prayers and the 
prayers of our chriftian brethren 
in Conneéticut, that thefe hope- 
ful beginnings may iffue in a glo- 
rious harveft in thefe deftitute 
fettlements. Pray for your un- 
worthy and obliged friend and 
brother, 

Sera WituisTon. 


« P.S. Since the date of this | 


letter, I have feen a man from the 
Nine Partners fettlement, who 
mentions to me feveral new in- 
ftances of awakening. 
tells me of feveral families. where 
the morning and evening facrifice 
has, within a few days, been in- 


troduced.”’ 


THE Editors are very happy 
to inform their readers, that from 
accurate intelligence recently re- 
ceived, there are hopeful appear- 
ances of a revival of religion in 
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feveral parifhes in Middlefex coun. 
ty inthis State. They hope foon 


to be furnifhed with further in- 
formation refpecting this work of 
God and to be able to affure the 
public that God is in very deed 
carrying on a glorious work ia 
that part of the country. 


THE Editors take the liberty 
to remind the good people of 
Conneéticut that the firft Sabbath 
of May next, their charitable con- 
tributions will be again folicited 
for the fupport of miflions. The 
intelligence publifhed from time 
to time in this Magazine, refpeét- 
ing the benefit which has accrued 
from former contributions, it is 
prefumed will induce the pious 
and benevolent to continue their 
liberal donations for the promotion 
of fo important an object. 











POETRY. 


COMMUNICATED AS ORIGINAL, 


I, Recovery from Sicknefs. 


I. ORD, thou haft rais’d my faint- 
ing head, 
And lengthen’d out my days; 
And while thou giv’ me breath to fing, 
My lips fhall found thy praife. 


2. As parents with a melting heart, 
A wayward child reprove, 

So thou in mercy doft chattile 
The. children of thy love. 


. And when in kind difpleafure, Lord, 
Thou dof their wand’rings chide, 

Thy pity foon returns, and lays 

The lifted rod afide. 


4. In deep diftrefs I cried to thee, 
Thou heard’ft my mournful prayer, 

And lo! thy healing hand appear’d 
‘lo bring deliv’rance near. 

5. At thy command, the fever fled 
With all its burning pain ; 


| Joyful I left my reftlefs bed, 


| 
! 


And rofe to health again. 
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6. So when the prifon’d captive fees 
Some kind deliv’rer come, 
He feels new ftrength, and wing’d with 


joy, 
Flies to his long-loft home. 





Il. Prayer fer a bleffing on Sichnefs. 


1.2?” J" WAS not blind chance that laid 
me low, 
Nor chance my health reftor’d ; 
In each, my God, I fee thy hand, 
And be thy name ador’d. 


2. Father, if I indeed may call 
Thee by a name fo dear, 

With thy rebuke thy blefling grant, 
And teach my foul thy fear. 


3. My health with all its cluft’ring 
fweets 
Teach me aright to prize ; 
And ’midft thy bounties let my heart 
In conftant thanks arife. 


4. Yet let not earth’s enjoyments lead 
My heedlefs feet aftray ; 

But teach me,.as a ftranger here 
To walk the heav’nly way. 


5. Oh, let my beft affefions, Lord, 
Be fet on things above : 

There fix thiswav’ring, wand’ring heart, 
Nor let it thence remove. 

6. Subdue each finful, low defire 
Within this foul of mine; 

My God, let ev'ry with I form 
And ev'ry thought be thine. 
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7. How countlefs have thy mercies been 
How large thy grace to me! ' 

Oh, let this life which thou haft fay’d 
Be all refign’d to thee. 


8. Prepare me, Lord, with thee to dwell 
In heav’n’s delightful plains, 

Where fin and pain are known no more, 
Where boundlefs pleafure reigns, 





Ill. Abjfence from pious friends, 


I. ¥ God, thy prefence and thy 
grace 
_ Can drive my cares away ; 
Thy love can cheer my faddeft hour, 
And turn my night to day. 


2. Though in a dreary watfte | walk, 
My foul fhall fear’no ill ; 

If on my head thy candle thine, 
The wildernefs fhall {mile. 


3. Though from my pious friends re- 
mov’'d, 
To me fo juftly dear, 
Thou, Lord, art prefent ftill with them, 
And thou art prefent here. 


4. Ev’n abfent, we can ftill enjoy, 
Around thy throne of grace, 

Communion {weet in humble prayer, 
And fongs of facred praife. 


5. Haften, O Lord, that joyful day 
When all who thee adore, 
Shall meet around thy throne above, 
And parting be no more. 
PHILANDER. 


Donations to the Miffionary Society of Conneélicut, from February 15th 
ta March 15th, 1803. 


Rev. Jedidiah Bufhnell, contributed in new fettlements, 


Rev. George Colton, Bolton, 
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NOTE. 


R SINCE this Magazine went to prefs, Some very intercfling communica- 
tions have come to hand from the London Miffionary Society to the Truftees 
of the Miffionary Society of Conne@icut, extrads from which will be pub- 


Lifbed in the next Magazine. 


From thefe communications it appears that 


the miffionary caufe is profpered, and there is great reafon to hope that the 


London Society will be made the inflruments of promoting pure Chrifiiani!y 


in France and the northern parts of Italy. 





